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Our Vision: The Overmountain Victory Trail Association shall forever preserve and commemorate the route and the 
story of the volunteer army whose victory at the Battle of King's Mountain was a turning point in the struggle for 
America's independence.  The OVTA will ensure the trail will provide the opportunity to experience a deep sense of 
these events, the lands on which they occurred, and of the people who lived them. 
 

Our Mission: The Overmountain Victory trail Association will protect, preserve and interpret the route of the Over-
mountain Men to the Battle of Kings Mountain.  

July, 2009        www.ovta.org 

Extra, Extra, Extra. Read All About It! 
 

 The National Park Service and the Overmountain Victory Trail Association are pleased to announce 
we have received confirmation that the Trail is a recipient of the 2009 National Parks Foundation 
“Active Trails” grant funded by the Coca-Cola foundation.  There are eight National Parks that will re-
ceive the grant this year and this is the first time a National Historic Trail has been selected.  The 
purpose of the “Active Trails” program is to provide funding to National Parks to bring people to trails.   
 The National Park Service and the Overmountain Victory Trail Association have formed a partner-
ship to put this grant to work. We have formed a committee comprised of Paul Carson, Alan Bowen, 
Fran Dahl, R.G. Absher, Marc Bowen and Mike Dahl who developed and submitted a plan to the National 
Parks Foundation on June 19 showing how the grant will be used. That plan has been approved.   
 As we state in that plan, it is our intent that:   
 

 “The National Parks Foundation Active Trails grant will be used to assist and support com-
munities in starting new events and programs, or to expand existing events and programs, 
that will attract visitors to enjoy the recreational opportunities and learn the historic sig-
nificance of the Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail in their community. 
 The anticipated benefits derived from employing the grant will include increased community 
awareness of improved health derived from outdoor activities, an increased sense of owner-
ship by the communities for their heritage, a stronger community willingness to expand and 
grow the events and programs in future years and increased membership in the OVTA.” 

 
 The plan specifies that OVTA will manage the grant and support the communities to plan these 
events that will bring people to the Trail during the annual OVTA March in September and October 
and again on National Trails Day on June 5, 2010.  These two events—the 2009 March and the 2010 
National Trails Day--are the key scheduling requirements of the grant.   
 A portion of the grant can be used for administrative costs. Marc Bowen has been contracted to 
administer the grant.  Marc wrote the plan we submitted to the National Parks Foundation and he will 
prepare and submit all the reports required by the grant. Mike Dahl, who will be leading this year’s 
March, has been contracted to work with the communities to plan and organize the events funded by 
the grant.   
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 The communities that were specified in the grant request to receive funding are Abingdon, Vir-
ginia, Bluff City, TN, Spruce Pine, NC, Morganton, NC, Rutherfordton, NC, Polk County, NC, Elkin, 
NC and Cowpens National Battlefield.  Mike is preparing an information packet to send to these 
communities to get things rolling.   
 The grant has a provision that allows us to match funds we raise up to $10,000 with the Na-
tional Parks Foundation.  If successful, this could increase the grant up to $70,000.  Please con-
sider making a tax exempt donation to OVTA.   
 
 In other related news, the National Park Service and OVTA are forming a partnership with the 
Story Telling Program in the department of education at East Tennessee State University in John-
son City, TN.  We will be “hiring” grad students to tell the story along the Trail year round. The 
grad students will also participate in this year’s March to train us to make us better story tellers. 
To our knowledge, this is the first time in the country a program like this has been done.   
 
 Every body stand up. Raise your hand.  Say, way to go Ronnie!. Board member Ronnie Lail has dis-
tinguished himself as OVTA premier membership recruiter. Ronnie made arrangements for OVTA 
to set up a booth at the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) annual congress in Atlanta on the 
July 4th weekend. Ronnie, Tom Holmes, Alan Bowen and Fran and Mike Dahl manned the booth. 
Ronnie had made 3 pieces of 18th century accoutrements for a drawing from the people who joined 
OVTA at the congress.  A little extra incentive to join. Nice touch Ronnie.   
 Ronnie’s work resulted in 15 new memberships and $240 in raffle ticket sales. More on this raf-
fle stuff later.  This brings OVTA up to 195 active members from 24 different states. The most 
we’ve had since the bicentennial in 1980. Alan Bowen says his goal is to reach 300 members during 
his presidency.  We’re well on the way now.   
 

The 2009 Partnership for the National Trails System Conference 
 

 Say hello to Missoula, Montana. OVTA sent the big-
gest delegation ever to the conference. Paul Carson, 
Alan and Carolyn Bowen, Bob and Yolanda Hardin, 
Teresa and Mike Howell of Elkin, Garrett Jackson of 

Abingdon, Mike 
Dahl and Jerry 
Mustin comprised 
the delegation. 
Most of us pre-
sented ourselves 
in period dress for 
the entire 5 day 
conference. 
 The biggest news to come out of the conference is that 
OVTA will be hosting the Partnership conference in Abingdon, 
Virginia in 2011. The Appalachian Trail Conservancy will be 
helping with the hosting.   

Garret Jackson, city planner with Abingdon, 
gets some training in a native dance from 

the delegation from the Ala Kahakai National 
Historic Trail in Hawaii. 
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 This will be the first time in many years that 
the conference will be held east of the Mississippi 
River. Lots of ideas have already popped up on how 
to make this the very best and most inspiring con-
ference the Partnership has ever held.   
 Thanks to Paul Carson for providing the finan-
cial assistance to OVTA to be able to go to the 
conference. Well appreciated.   

 
 

 

The “young people” and their mentors at “Travelers 
Rest”. This was the first time a group of college and high 

school students were a part of the Partnership’s 
 conference.  

Using today’s leaders to train tomorrows leaders!  

Jerry Mustin, OVTA member from Oak Ridge, helps 
the visitor to our booth understand how much better a 
person he will be if he buys one of our raffle tickets.  

Jerry’s sold over a hundred dollars worth so far.    

“Travelers Rest” again. This is the only site on the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail that has been confirmed 

as being one of their campsites.   

“Big Hole Valley”. A historic site on the Nez Perce National Historic Trail near the Montana/Idaho border where 
Chief Joseph defeated the U.S. Army who had been in pursuit for several months trying to move them back to 
the reservation. At dawn on August 9, 1877, the Army attacked their camp in the open meadow shooting into 
their teepees just a foot or so above the ground killing many women and children. Chief Joseph and his warrior’s 
were able to push the soldiers to the base of that mountain and pin them down while his people escaped. 
 Chief Joseph, trying to move his people to Canada after being pursued more than 1,500 miles, finally surren-
dered on October 5, 1877 with the words, “From where the sun now stands, I will fight no more forever.”   

He was just 40 miles from the Canadian border and Freedom.  
This was the last of the major Indian Wars in America.   
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The following information is provided by Paul Carson and OVTA members along the Trail.  
 

 Trail Wide News 
 Paul provided a briefing on the status of the Feasibility Study for a Permanent HQ/VC to leaders 
of the NPS Southeast Regional Office on April 1st in Atlanta.  Those in attendance included the Re-
gional Director David Vela, Deputy Regional Director Gordon Wissinger, Assistant Regional Director 
Bill Reynolds, and Regional Planner Steve Wright.  The presentation discussed the timeline for the 
project, potential issues, and possible outcomes. 
 
 The Feasibility Study for a Southern Campaign of the Revolution National Heritage Area has 
been continuing.  Currently planners are evaluating comments gathered from the public, beginning the 
draft of a final document, and defining the physical extent of the proposed area.  Paul has continued 
to participate in the process through email correspondence, as well as several conference calls over 
the past few months. 
 
 Paul, along with representatives of OVTA and Andrew Johnson NHS, met with the Director of 
the Eastern Tennessee State University Storytelling Program, Dr. Joseph Sobol, in Johnson City on 
May 5th.  The discussion focused on how the NPS, OVTA and ETSU could work together to integrate 
the storytelling program into assisting with developing and presenting interpretive and educational 
programs.  In regards to the OVNHT this could take the form of training, mentoring, providing sto-
rytellers for programs, and other related activities. 
 
 Word was received in mid-May that the OVNHT had received a $50,000.00 grant from the Na-
tional Park Foundation from its “Active Trails 2009” initiative.  The funding is being underwritten 
from the Coca-Cola Foundation and the trail was one of only 8 NPS areas nationwide to be the recipi-
ent of funds from this grant source.  If other non-federal donors are willing to contribute additional 
funds then NPF will add up to $10,000.00 more to the grant, giving the funding a potential of as 
much as $70,000.00 total. 
 
 Paul met with representatives of the OVTA and various communities along the route in Ruther-
fordton on May 21st to discuss the NPF grant and develop a strategy for its successful utilization.  
The grant is meant to connect communities to NPS trails that are nearby. The NPS and the OVTA, in 
conjunction with various communities, will be expanding programs connected with the annual 2009 
march, as well as developing programs for the 2010 National Trails Day to accomplish that goal. 
 
 A preview of the Ken Burns documentary on the National Parks, which will be aired in September 
2009, took place in Knoxville (TN) at the Tennessee Theater on the evening of June 1st.  All NPS Su-
perintendents from park areas in that state attended, as did representatives of partner groups as-
sociated with those places.  The OVNHT Superintendent and a number of OVTA members and other 
partners were there representing the Trail.  

ALONG THE TRAIL 
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Virginia and Tennessee 
 The Annual Conference of the Tennessee Chapter of the American Planning Association took 
place in Johnson City (TN) on April 2nd through the 4th.  Paul participated in the gathering, teaming 
with Sullivan County (TN) Planner Ambre Torbett to do a presentation on the development of the 
OVNHT in that community.  He also led a tour of part of the trail route and sites located within Ten-
nessee. 
 
 Meetings of the Muster Ground planning committee in Abingdon (VA) took place on April 23rd and 
May 5th.  A checklist of action items involving planning and improvements for the site was reviewed 
and a visit to the area to discuss needed actions took place.  Paul and OVTA members Blair Keller and 
Rick Humphreys participated. 
 
 Word was received from Sullivan County Planner Ambre Torbett on June 10th that she had met 
with the owners of the Fort Womack Site (TN) again and that they are committed to having the area 
certified.  This will likely take place in 2010 as there are several tasks that they want completed 
prior to final agreement.  The area is listed in the trail’s CMP and is eligible to be certified. 
 
 Doug Ledbetter, Steve Ricker, Jerry Mustin and Mike Dahl traveled to Carver’s Gap atop Roan 
Mountain on July 7th to meet with the film crew from Clemson University that is producing a docu-
mentary on the National Parks in South Carolina. The crew wanted footage of the men crossing over 
the Mountains.  
 After the filming, we visited with the former owners of the Shelving Rock Campsite property and 
photographed the artifacts they had collected from the field over the past 5 decades.  The photos 
have been sent to Ken Robinson of Wake Forest University.  Ken has done several archeological pro-
jects on the Trail and had agreed to take a look at the artifact photos and give us a report on what 
he observed.   
 
 

Avery, Mitchell, Northern McDowell and Burke Counties 
 An interview about the OVNHT was done with a reporter from WLOS-TV out of Asheville (NC) 
on April 13th.  The focus was on preservation activities around the Hefner Gap area, and how the trail 
was being developed through various partnerships.  The story aired on April 17th and can be accessed 
via the station’s website. 
 
 Paul participated in meetings of the Joseph McDowell House Planning Committee in Marion (NC) 
on April 29th.  The group also met in May.  An archaeological survey of the property took place in 
March and April by Wake Forest University under the supervision of their Director of Public Ar-
chaeology, Ken Robinson.  The survey results confirm occupancy of the site from the late 18th cen-
tury to the present.  Around 800 artifacts were recovered from the work.  The final report will be 
used in developing a Master Plan for the site.  The group also reviewed grant possibilities to help 
fund needed work. The NPS continues to participate in the planning process and is providing help and 
technical assistance on the project as needed and when resources are available. 
 
 Longtime Burke County (NC) Planner Marc Collins left his position in late April for a new job in 
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Florida.  Mr. Collins had been involved with all OVNHT related activities in that county since 2002 and 
had been supportive of the trail at all times.  On April 30th Paul met with Mr. Collins and the interim 
Burke County Planner, Susan Berley to review trail projects that are pending or ongoing. 
 

Surry, Wilkes and Caldwell Counties 
 A meeting with representatives of UNC-TV took place at W. Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir on June 
10th.  Paul represented the trail.  Efforts are underway to produce promotional spots on UNC-TV about 
NPS areas in North Carolina in conjunction with the Ken Burns documentary on the National Parks that 
is airing in September 2009.  These would be shown prior to and after the documentary.  A program on 
October 10th at W. Kerr Scott is being planned for filming. 
 
 

Southern McDowell, Rutherford, & Polk Counties 
 A meeting of landowners and interested citizens interested in the progress of the Gilbert Town 
Preservation Plan took place in Rutherfordton (NC) on the evening of April 22nd.  Rutherford County 
Cultural & Recreational Planner Jerry Stensland and Phil Thomason, the contracted researcher and 
writer of the plan, presided over the gathering.  They discussed the first draft of the plan, providing 
copies for review and explained easements as a preservation possibility.  Paul represented OVNHT and 
provided written comments several days later. 
 
 

South Carolina  
 Paul participated in meetings with the Cherokee County (SC) Overmountain Victory Trail Committee 
on April 13th and May 11th in Gaffney.  The group has received commitments from landowners along a 
two mile corridor west from Furnace Mill to allow new portions of the trail to be constructed.  The 
next step is to survey the properties to define an easement corridor for the pathway.  The NPS will 
help to underwrite the survey work and OVTA has also agreed to contribute funds to the effort.  
Eventually these segments would connect the Cowpens trailhead to the Furnace Mill site. 
 
 Paul attended a battlefield preservation and restoration workshop on April 17th at Cowpens Na-
tional Battlefield (SC).  The program was co-hosted by the park and the Palmetto Conservation Foun-
dation. 
 
 Paul attended a meeting of the Kings Mountain Gateway Trails Committee (NC) on April 27th.  The 
group has made great strides in the last few months and now has construction taking place of the first 
two miles of pathway from the town towards Kings Mountain NMP (and the OVNHT).  Restrooms and a 
picnic shelter are also being constructed at the trailhead. 
 
 South Carolina Public Television is producing a documentary on NPS areas within that state for air-
ing this fall in conjunction with the Ken Burns series on National Parks.  On April 29th Paul met with 
their film crew at Cowpens NB to provide information about the OVNHT and work with them on a 
filmed interview and scenes of the trail. 
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 What does it mean to be a member of OVTA.  Some people join because they had an ancestor in the 
Battle of King’s Mountain.  Others join because they want to see the trail protected and preserved.  And 
then there are those who believe that this story is one of the greatest stories in America’s history and 
want to support us in what we do. 
 Whatever your reason might be, your membership counts by helping us protect and preserve the Trail 
and tell the story.  Whether we are negotiating with landowners, standing in front of school children or 
meeting with congressmen in Washington, our message is clear;  “When we lose a piece of the Trail we 
can never stand on that spot and tell the story quite as well ever again.  
 So join us.  Be part of Keeping the Story Alive! 
 

Circle Your  
Membership Choice 

 
Individual Membership = $30 

 
Family Membership = $40 

 
Supporting Membership = $100 

 
Life Membership = $500 

 
Tax Exempt Donation $_______ 

Membership Form 
 
 
   Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
   Address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
   City_________________________________________________  State______  Zip____________ 
 
 
   Phone (_____)_______________  Email_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 Total Amount for Memberships and Merchandise enclosed  $_______________ 
 
 
 

Send to: 
OVTA, 2517 Shipe Road, Knoxville, TN   37924 
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 OVTA Merchandise Order Form 
 

Proceeds from OVTA’s merchandise goes to protect the Trail & to tell the story. 
 

Shipping and Handling for pins and patches is $3.00, for T-Shirts and Videos $5.00 
 
   
 
 
 

 OVTA Pins are $3.00 each, two for $5.00.   Number _____ Amount $______.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  OVTA Patches, $5.00 each.   Number _____  Amount $_______   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Road to King’s Mountain DVD or VHS 28 minute video is $20 each. 
 

 Number ______   Amount  $________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail Logo T-shirts,  
 sized small through XXL,  
 
  $20 each. Number ______  Amount $________   
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OVTA Treasurer Report 
 

 
 As of today, July 23, OVTA has a total of 
$6,243.16 in our BB&T checking account.   
 So far this fiscal year (October 1 through 
September 30) we have brought in $13,893.60 
verses $10,125.98 in expenses for a profit of 
$4,232.38. 
 
Our major sources of income have been: 
Membership Dues = $5,810 
Donations and Contribution = $2,106 
OVNHT Conference Registration fee = $1,240 
Retail Items revenue (videos, etc) = $1,285 
Bank account Interest = $2.60 
 
Some of our major expenses include: 
OVNHT Conference Costs = $2,139 
Liability insurance = $1,854 
Newsletter costs = $1,471 
Grants disbursed = $1,250 
2009 Raffle expenses = $656 
Partnership Dues = $300 
 
 You’ll note we only earned $2.60 interest on 
our bank account.  That is why OVTA moved the 
bulk of our funds to two Vanguard Money Mar-
ket accounts.  
 The first account is our Life Membership 
Fund which currently has $11,161.31.   
 The other account is our Trail Protection 
Fund which currently has $17,710.07  
 That gives us a total of $28,838.22 for both 
accounts.  
 Since these accounts were set up a year and 
a half ago, we’ve realized several hundred dol-
lars in interest.  Sure beats the $2.60 BB&T is 
paying us.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending Thoughts and Prayers along 
 Tim Massey lost his father in a automobile 
accent a couple of weeks ago. So very sorry to 
hear that.   
 Teresa and Mike Howell of Elkin were part 
of the OVTA delegation that went to the Part-
nership for the National Trails System confer-
ence in Missoula, Montana last week.  Just got 
word from R.G. Absher that Mike suffered 
some heart problems while on a hike and had to 
be hospitalized in Missoula for some surgery.  
Hope things progress well and they get to come 
home soon.  
 
 Thought about Nancy Ferguson the other 
day.  Things just haven’t been quite the same 
since she passed away.   
 
 

Some More News 
 OVTA member Steve Ricker has his new 
website up and running now. Check it out at 
www.primitivetrails.com.  He offers a wide 
range of 18th century and primitive arts and 
crafts as well as powder horns, knives, bead-
work, etc.  
 
 Been hearing really good things from Doug 
Ledbetter, president of OVTA’s Nolichucky 
Settlements Chapter.  
 In case you haven’t heard yet, Doug and his 
chapter are organizing the very first reenact-
ment of the March of John Sevier and his 
Washington County Militia from their homes on 
the Nolichucky River to the Muster of the 
Overmountain Men at Sycamore Shoals on Sep-
tember 25, 1780.   
 Doug reports that their activities will start 
on Monday, September 20 and run through Sep-
tember 24 with school programs in Greene and 
Washington Counties.  Doug is hopeful that the 
group will be able to camp the night of Septem-
ber 24th on the very ground where John 
Sevier’s home stood on the Nolichucky River.  
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 Everybody stand up and give Doug and his 
chapter a big Huzzah.  They have done a great 
job of researching the possible route Sevier 
and his men followed and planning activities 
for this year’s March to commemorate their 
contributions.  Way to go Doug!.   
 
 And Speaking of documentaries,  Well, I 
wasn’t actually talking about documentaries, 
but since you brought it up… 
 Travis Boley of Kansas City will be in Ab-
ingdon on Thursday, July 30th to shoot some 
footage for his new documentary on the Na-
tional Trails.   
 Several OVTA members will be there to 
help Travis.  He’s even asked if he could bor-
row some period clothing to be in some of the 
shots.  
 We got a chance to see some of Travis’s 
work at the Partnership conference last week.   
Travis did a national search for “courageous 
teenagers” to be part of a documentary to 
recreate a piece of the westward migration on 
the California (National Historic) Trail in the 
mid 19th century.   
 We got a chance to preview about 10 min-
utes of the documentary. Travis even had two 
young ladies with him who had been on that 
odyssey. They gave a running narrative of what 
we were seeing on the screen.  They talked 
about how traumatic it was when their cell 
phones and hair dryers were taken away from 
them.   
 
 Pretty inspiring all around—seeing how 
these young people rose up to the challenge 
and thinking about how much they had grown 
up in those two weeks having to face and over-
come challenges like deciding what they had to 
leave behind when one of the wagons broke 
down.  Make me wonder if there isn’t a similar 
opportunity for young people to plan and con-
duct their own Campaign to King’s Mountain 
one day.   
 

 OVTA’s Virginia Board member John Elli-
ott has the lead working with Appalachian 
Mountain Streaming (AMS) on securing the 
funding to do a documentary on the Trail.  
John’s put in a lot of work and they are seeing 
good progress so far.  While AMS had hoped 
to start filming this year, perhaps during the 
March, not sure how that timetables going to 
work out yet.   
 
 Pretty amazing if you ask me.  OVTA’s in-
volved in three different documentaries As we 
speak.  Must be because we’re so good looking 
and stuff.   
 I say that in jest, but, there is a kernel of 
truth in that. Been thinking about how people 
are drawn to us and the things we do. Hearing 
folks talk at the Partnership conference really 
brought it home about how “charismatic” peo-
ple see OVTA and its members as being.   
 
 One last thing before I say goodbye for 
this issue.  On the last night of the Partner-
ship Conference, Paul made a suggestion that 
OVTA think about producing a guide to the 
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail.  
 The idea was first suggested back in 2000 
by George Stephens. Wasn’t the right time 
then, but, it sort of feels to me like the time’s 
right for this idea now. Let’s see where it 
goes.   
 
 
 Oh hey.  Check the mailing la-
bel on the outside of this newslet-
ter. The top line tells you if your 
dues have lapsed.  If that line 
says, Sept 30, 2008, you need to 
pay your dues.  We only need five 
people to renew to hit 200 mem-
bers.   
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OVTA’s 2009 Fundraiser Raffle is a limited series print, number 
7 of 50, canvas giclee, 20 by 16 inch print of Richard Luce’s the 

“Backwater Men.” 
 

OVTA members Mike Dahl and Jerry Mustin are making a wal-
nut frame for the painting.   

 

Ticket donations are $5.00 each or 
three for $10.00. 

 

The drawing will be on October 7, 2009.   
You do NOT have to be present to win.  

 

Tickets are available from any OVTA board member, can be or-
dered from Fran Dahl at 865-850-1807, or at fran@esper.com. 

OVTA’s 2009 Fundraiser Raffle 
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Nationally known historic artist Richard Luce working on a 32 x 40 
original oil painting of the September 26, 1780 Shelving Rock 

Campsite valued at $25,000 that he is donating to OVTA to raise 
money for our Trail Protection fund. 

 

OVTA will raffle this original painting off on October 7, 2010 pro-
viding we have raised at least $20,000, otherwise the raffle will 

continue for another year.   
 

The same ticket works 
for both raffles! 

 
 
 

? 
 

The Shelving Rock Campsite 

 

OVTA’s Trail Protection Fund Raffle 


