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www. OVTA.org OVTA,  Inc. , PO Box 242421, Charlotte, NC 28224 

W riter and historian Wilma 
Dykeman will be the 
featured after-dinner 

speaker on Saturday, May 17 in 
Morganton at the Overmountain 
Victory National Historic Trails 
Conference.  

 
 

Ms. Dykeman wrote With Fire and 
Sword, the Battle of Kings Mountain, 
1780. She has written 16 books, 

Wilma Dykeman to Speak at Trail Conference 
Author of With Fire and Sword to address conference attendees in keynote presentation 

Overmountain Victory Trail  
Association, Inc. 

Our Vision: The Overmountain Victory Trail Association shall forever preserve & 
commemorate the route and the story of the volunteer army whose victory at the Battle 
of King's Mountain was a turning point in the struggle for America's independence.  
The OVTA will ensure the trail will provide the opportunity to experience a deep sense 
of these events, the lands on which they occurred, and of the people who lived them. 

May  2003 

Our Mission: The Overmountain 
Victory Trail Association will protect, 
preserve and interpret the route of the 
Overmountain Men to the Battle of Kings 
Mountain.  

National Trails Day 
To Include Events 

Along OVNHT 

F or the first time, OVTA will 
participate in the national event 
know as National Trails Day. 

Sponsored by the American Hiking 
Society (www.americanhiking.org), 
National Trails Day is an annual event 
to get people onto trails all across 
America and to raise public awareness 
of hiking as an important and 

(Continued on page 3, Column 3) 

 

Mike Dahl, as Captain Sawyer, engages a 
group of students along the trail. 
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Wilkes-Surry Chapter Forming 
OVNHT Conference Agenda  
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among them The French Broad 
(1955) which relates with great style 
the lives of the inhabitants and the 
history of the mountain region 
drained by this river and its 
tributaries.  
 
Wilma Dykeman was born in 
Asheville in 1920 and has spent a 
lifetime chronicling the stories and 
the history of the region which gave 
rise to the Overmountain Men of 
1780. With her marriage to James R. 
Stokely, Jr. from Newport, 
Tennessee, she gained the opportunity 
to live and learn about another region 
of the Appalachians whose history is 
essential to appreciating the story of 
the Overmountain Men.  
 
Ms. Dykeman will be available to sell 
and sign copies of The French Broad 
as well as sign copies of With Fire 
and Sword, which we hope to have 
available for sale at the conference by 
Eastern National.  
 
Ms. Dykeman is a prolific writer 
across a range of issues all related to 
the lands and the people she loves. 
Her first book, The French Broad (a 
volume in the Rivers of America 
series), appeared in 1955. Her writing 
includes novels (The Tall Woman, 
1962; The Far Family, 1966; Return 

(Continued on page 2, Column 1) 
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O n Saturday, April 12, citizens 
of Rutherford County 
gathered on the courthouse 

lawn to honor General Griffith 

Rutherford and to recognize the 
beginning of the county’s 225th 
year.  The ceremony was 
sponsored by the Rutherford 

County Board of 
Commissioners. 
OVTA board member 
and Rutherford 
County historian, 
Nancy Ferguson, was 
instrumental in 
arranging for the new 
marker to honor a 
celebrated hero of the 
Revolutionary War. 
She was joined by 
representatives from 
the Griffith 
Rutherford Chapter of DAR 
and members of OVTA. 
 
A few brief remarks about 

the life of Griffith Rutherford 
were presented by Bob 
Sweeney, a former president of 
OVTA. A wreath donated by 
the DAR was placed by two 
local children, Ivan and 
Victoria—friends of Nancy, 
who have learned a good deal 
of history about the area from 
her. Patriotic music was 
provided by 
the Hand 
Bell Quartet 
of First 
Methodist 
Church. Bill 
Byers played 
the National 
Anthem on 
his acoustic 
guitar.  

 
The new marker 
says, 
“Rutherford 
County, created 
in 1779, was 
named for 
Brigadier 
General Griffith 
Rutherford. 
Griffith 
Rutherford 
helped protect 
Rutherford 
County through 
his service as 
leader of 
Rutherford 

Trace in 1776. While serving in the 
Revolutionary War, Griffith 
Rutherford was stationed in forts in 
Rutherford County.” 

Nancy Ferguson relates that for a few 
weeks in early 1779, this county was 
actually named Arnold County to 
honor then-Revolutionary-War-hero 
Benedict Arnold. Even before he 
became a traitor in the fall of 1780, 
the name was changed to honor a 
favorite son of the region, Griffith 
Rutherford.  

General Recognition 
Rutherford County honors its namesake with new marker  

Nancy Ferguson has worked 
tirelessly for years to honor 
Revolutionary War soldiers 
from the Rutherford area. 

OVTA and DAR representatives attend the ceremony 
as County Commission Chairman Hill unveils the new 
plaque and marker.  

(Continued from Wilma Dykeman page 1) 
the Innocent Earth, 1973,) 
biographies (Seeds of Southern 
Change: The Life of Will Alexander, 
1962, with James Stokely; Prophet of 
Plenty: The First Ninety Years of W. 
D. Weatherford, 1966; Too Many 
People, Too Little Love, 1974, on 
Edna Rankin McKinnon, 
Appalachian family planning 
advocate), and regional histories (The 
Southern Appalachian Region: A 
Survey, 1962; Tennessee: A 
Bicentennial History, 1975; Highland 
Homeland: The People of the Great 
Smokies, 1978, with son James R. 
Stokely III; With Fire and Sword: 
The Battle of Kings Mountain, 1978; 
and At Home in the Smokies: A 
History Handbook for Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, 1984). 
Explorations, a collection of essays 
about the Appalachians, appeared in 
1984; Tennessee Woman: An Infinite 
Variety in 1993. 
 
We are very fortunate to have Ms. 
Dykeman as our featured speaker at 
this conference. ● 

Overmountain Victory 
Trail Conference 

May 16-18, Morganton, NC 
See pp. 6 & 7.  

  

Register today.  

Rutherford County was 
home to Fort McGaughey 
near where Brittain Church 
(1768) stands today. Fifteen 
Revolutionary War veterans 
are buried in Brittain Ceme-
tery. 



3 

Overmountain Victory Trail Association, Inc. 

June 7. Additional hikes, which still 
qualify as National Trails Day events, 
are being planned for other days in 
June. A hike along the Yellow 
Mountain Road and Bright’s Trace 
will begin at Roan Mountain State 
Park (TN) on June 21. Hikes at 
Gillespie Gap and in Rutherford 
County are also being considered and 
planned by local and volunteering 
OVTA members. All the hikes that 
are organized will be posted on the 
American Hiking Society website. 
 
In most cases, these hikes will 
involve an OVTA member contacting 
a troop of Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts 
and inviting them to participate.  The 
OVTA member will tell “The Story” 
of the Overmountain Men of 1780 

T he Overmountain Men of 
1780 are going back to 
school; and, the students are 

following them. 
 
This fall, several classes of fourth-
graders from Kings Mountain 
District Schools, Kings 
Mountain, NC, will spend a 
number of school days 
immersed in the life and times 
of the patriot militia OVTA 
seeks to honor and to 
commemorate. OVTA may 
play a role in helping design the 
curricula they will use. 
 
Using funds that may be  
provided by the National Park 
Service through its Challenge 
Cost Share Program, OVTA intends 
to sponsor a workshop this June to 
facilitate the creation of a curricula-
based education program. Four 
teachers from Kings Mountain 
District Schools would work together 
for three days to create a series of 
activities and learning opportunities 
to engage fourth-grade students in the 
study of Colonial life and the 
Revolutionary War period. After 

these teachers use this curricula in a 
pilot program at elementary schools 
in Kings Mountain, OVTA and NPS 
expect to make this curricula 
available to other schools along the 
trail corridor.  

 

Although this project will 
focus on the curricula 
requirements of North 
Carolina public schools, 
future projects may look 
at engaging teachers in Virginia, 
Tennessee and South Carolina in 
creating materials appropriate for 
their school curricula. 
 
Paul Carson, superintendent of the 

OVNHT, has arranged for members 
of OVTA to participate in education 
and interpretation training during 
2002 and 2003. The most recent 
program was Developing Curricula-
based Education Programs. The 
lessons learned and the opportunities 
created through those training 
programs have led directly to this 
possible project with Kings Mountain 
District Schools.  

 
The teachers at Kings 
Mountain District Schools 
reviewed the Footsteps for 
Freedom serial OVTA 
created in 2002. It still 
resides on our website. 
With that information they 
became quite enthusiastic 
about using the OVNHT 
and Kings Mountain 
National Military Park as 
resources for teaching 
about Colonial life and the 
Revolutionary War period.  
 
At this writing, Paul 
Caron is waiting to 

receive the NPS’s official guidelines 
for the Challenge Cost Share 
Program. Their timely receipt and the 
subsequent approval of this proposal 
will determine how this project 
proceeds. ● 

Go to the Head of the Class 
OVTA is sponsoring a curricula-development workshop 

(Continued from NTD Events, page 1) 
enjoyable form of recreation. The 
event, now in its eleventh year, will 
occur on Saturday, June 7.  
 
OVTA is creating several 
opportunities for people to walk on 
parts of the Overmountain Victory 
National Historic Trail as part of 
National Trails Day. This will be an 
effort to get people onto the trail at 
times other than the annual 
reenactment. As more trail segments 
are certified, we should find more 
people accessing and enjoying the 
OVNHT throughout the year.  
 
OVTA members are coordinating 
hikes in Abingdon, VA, Cherokee 
County, SC and Wilkesboro, NC for 

and then lead the scouts on a short 
hike along a portion of the trail. By 
telling the story in an entertaining 
way and by carefully answering 
questions, OVTA members can help 
create a positive experience for these 
hikers. We can also help gather 
pictures and stories to use in our 
future public relations efforts. 
Pictures will appear in a future issue 
of this newsletter. 
 
Those OVTA members who are 
interested in organizing a hike, should 
contact Randell Jones, acting 
president, with their plans. Use 
OVTAnews@aol.com. Information 
about planned hikes will be added to 
the OVTA web site.● 
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O n Thursday evening, April 3, 
land owners along the 11-
mile historic route of the 

OVNHT in Washington County, 
Virginia gathered to hear about the 
NPS plans to develop a walking trail 
in their community. Approximately 
50 people attended. 
 
Blair Keller organized the meeting 
after receiving help from the county 
tax assessor’s office regarding who 
owned which parcels of land. He 
showed them a map with the trail 
identified; and, within two hours they 
prepared a list of the 156 area 
residents (landowners/renters.) Blair 
sent each one a notice of the meeting.  
 

Paul Carson, superintendent of the 
OVNHT, addressed the group and 
explained the origins of the OVNHT 
and its Congressional designation in 
1980. He was careful to emphasize 
that NPS was not intending to take 

anyone’s 
land and was, 
in fact, 
prohibited 
from doing 
so by the authorizing legislation. He 
explained the several arrangements 
by which landowners can enable a 
trail to cross their land, including tax-

advantaged conservation 
easements. Roger 
Holnback, Executive 
Director of the Western 
Virginia Land Trust, 
explained in more detail 
the opportunities for 
landowners to set aside 
land for use by the trail.   
 
Blair introduced Randell 
Jones, acting president of 
OVTA, who explained 
the 28-year history of 
reenacting the Campaign 
to Kings Mountain 

without a walking trail. He invited the 
attendees to join the organization as a 
way to commemorate the 
Overmountain Men of 1780 
regardless of what arrangements to 
which they might agree regarding the 

Talking about Walking 
Virginia landowners gather to hear about OVTA and the OVNH Trail 

O n March 20, local citizens 
gathered at Town Hall in 
Elkin to consider forming a 

Wilkes-Surry Chapter of OVTA.  
Interest in the eastern leg of the 
OVNHT continues to build since 

certification of trail segments in 
Wilkesboro and Elkin last fall. Elkin 
is planning a major celebration of 
the OVNHT on September 27, the 

historic muster day for the militia 
units of Major Benjamin Cleaveland 
and Major Joseph Winston. 
Wilkesboro is hosting Heritage Days 
on June 7 and a National Trails Day 
event that same day.  ● 

trail and their land.  
 
After the conclusion of prepared 
remarks and the entertaining of 
questions, many people gathered 
around the aerial photograph display 

Blair had prepared to see 
where the trail lay relative to 
their land.  
 
One attendee, Capt. Marty 
Berry of the Washington Co. 

Sheriff’s Office, remembered 
providing an escort for the marchers 
over twenty years ago.   
 
Several local members of OVTA 
attended as well as Rose Dunn and 
her daughter Paula Hoskins. They 
live adjacent to and own the trail head 
muster grounds known as Dunn’s 
Meadow. (In 1780, it was called 
Craig’s Meadow.) ● 

Dunn’s Meadow—trail head for OVNHT, Abingdon, VA 

(left) Blair Keller 
explains the trail’s 
location. 
 
(below)  
Paul Carson talks 
about the OVNHT. 

(l to r) Rose Dunn, Gene Cunningham, 
Paula Hoskins, Blair Keller and Bob Wolfe 
support the OVNHT in Virginia. 

A Call To Muster 
Wilkes-Surry chapter is forming 

R.G. Absher tells “The Story” in Elkin 
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In the beginning . . . 
Setting the context is probably one of the biggest chal-
lenges we face in telling The Story. Most people don’t 
know enough about the Revolutionary War era to have a 
hook on which to hang what they hear.  
 
Here is one suggested, appropriate opening for The Story. 
If you have seven minutes, this takes only two-and-a-half 
of them. 
 

T his is the story of the Overmountain Men and how 
they helped win America’s independence.  

 
It was the summer of 1780, four years after the American 
colonies had declared their independence from Britain’s 
King George III on the Fourth of July, 1776. It was five 
years since the fighting had begun in New England. To 
hasten the end of war, the British had begun their South-
ern Strategy. They planned to capture the port cities along 

the southern coast of the colonies and to march through 
the Carolinas and Virginia gathering to themselves an 
army of militiamen whom they believed were still loyal to 
the King. With this army, they would march northward to 
attack General George Washington and his Continental 
Army.  
 
The British army under General Lord Charles Cornwallis 
had won several major battles in South Carolina that sum-
mer and the army looked unstoppable. “Unstoppable,” it 
seemed, until the Loyalist army protecting his left flank, 
under the command of Major Patrick Ferguson, ran into a 
skirmish with some patriot militiamen on the frontier. 
These were hunters and farmers who lived on the edge of 
the settled colonies. They were independent in spirit and 
determined in action. And they knew how to fight – 
“Indian style.”  
  

(Continued on page 8) 

their sharing of 
The Story. It is 
so easy for any of 
us to tell the au-
dience 
more than 

they want to know. That’s why 
we should rely on the three key 
principles of good storytelling:  
• know your material,  
• know your audience, and  
• watch your time.  
 
Each of us should have at our 
disposal the ability to tell The Story 
readily in two minutes, seven minutes 
or fifteen minutes. Some may have 
told even longer versions, but discov-
ered that the audience had quit listen-
ing after five minutes. Ouch! 
Nothing is more painful for an 
audience than to be presented 

with more 
informa-
tion than 
they want. 
And to 
have that 
flood of 
facts related 
poorly makes no 
friends for 
OVTA.   
 

Telling “The Story” With Style 
Suggestions on how to tell The Story  
so people will want to listen.   

Say, can you tell me something about 
the Overmountain Men? 
 

M ost of us would love to 
get that question from 
time to time, but the fact 

is, most people don’t know enough to 
ask. That means sometimes we have 
to go fishing—use good bait, set the 
hook and reel them in.  
 
In that situation, “The Story” told 
well is all the bait we need. But that’s 
the challenge. In a world where infor-
mation comes in 10-second sound 
bites, telling The Story well enough 
to hold an indi-
vidual’s attention 
or to engage an 
audience requires 
our attention to 
the verbal arts.  
 
“Consistently 
and concisely” 
are the two meas-
ures by which 
OVTA members 
should monitor 

Think of “The Story” as a grid. To get 
from beginning to end, one only 
needs to go from column to column 
following the storyline. How deeply 

one goes down 
into each col-
umn with de-
tails depends 
on how much 

time is available as well as the expec-
tations and interests of the  
audience. Now, go tell The Story. ● 

 

Storytelling is an art that balances storyline 
and details with time and audience interest. 

2 min. 

7 min. 

15 min. 

30 min. 

         

         

         

         

Storyline 

D
et

ai
l 

(top down)  
Blair Keller (VA), 
Mike Dahl (TN) 
and Dennis 
Voelker (NC) tell 
“The Story” they 

have rehearsed many times. 
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CCCConference Scheduleonference Scheduleonference Scheduleonference Schedule    
 
Friday, May 16, 2003 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Registration2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Registration2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Registration2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Registration    
Holiday Inn Lobby 
 
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     O5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     O5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     O5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     Opening Receptionpening Receptionpening Receptionpening Reception    
Historic Quaker Meadows 
Join us for a fun evening of food and drink as we start our gathering at 
the beautiful grounds and home of Captain Charles McDowell, Jr.  
Constructed in 1812 the house overlooks the site where militia patriot 
forces from over the mountains and the Piedmont joined up on Sep-
tember 30, 1780, then headed south the following day in their pursuit 
of the British.  Currently owned and operated by Historic Burke 
Foundation, Inc. the restored house will echo with the sounds of Mr. R.
G. Absher providing colonial music for the enjoyment of attendees. 
 
Saturday, May 17, 2003 
9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.     Welcome to Morganton9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.     Welcome to Morganton9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.     Welcome to Morganton9:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.     Welcome to Morganton    
Mayor Mel Cohen of Morganton will provide a brief greeting and 
welcome to the area. 
 
9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.     Welcome to Conference9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.     Welcome to Conference9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.     Welcome to Conference9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.     Welcome to Conference    
Brief welcomes and overviews of the meeting and its objectives will be 
presented by the Superintendent of the Overmountain Victory Na-
tional Historic Trail, the President of the Overmountain Victory Trail 

Association, and the Executive Director of Historic Burke Foundation, 
Inc. 
 
9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.     Call to Muster for the 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.     Call to Muster for the 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.     Call to Muster for the 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.     Call to Muster for the TrailTrailTrailTrail    
Captain Sawyer (a.k.a. Mike Dahl) of the Overmountain Men will call 
the muster roll of the assembled “troops”.  Please be prepared to give a 
brief introduction of yourself, your group, and its members. 
 
10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.     Break10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.     Break10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.     Break10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.     Break    
    
10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.     Success Stories Along the Trailto 12:00 p.m.     Success Stories Along the Trailto 12:00 p.m.     Success Stories Along the Trailto 12:00 p.m.     Success Stories Along the Trail 
Presentations by three groups from along the Trail, will be followed by 
a panel of participants responding to questions and comments from 
the audience.  Highlighted groups and areas include the Overmoun-
tain Victory Trail Committee from Cherokee County, South Carolina; 
the Catawba River Greenway from Morganton, North Carolina; and 
the Yadkin River Greenway and City of Elkin in Wilkes and Surrey 
Counties, North Carolina. 
 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.     Lunch 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.     Lunch 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.     Lunch 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.     Lunch PresentationPresentationPresentationPresentation    
Mr. Steve Elkinton, the National Park Service Program Leader for Na-
tional Historic and Scenic Trails will present a talk on “What a Na-
tional Historic Trail Can Be.”  Mr. Elkinton has been in his position 
since 1989, providing oversight and coordination for all National His-
toric and Scenic Trails throughout the country. 
 
1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.     Easements and Tax Credits1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.     Easements and Tax Credits1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.     Easements and Tax Credits1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.     Easements and Tax Credits    

Sharing Your Vision of the Trail 
The first-ever Overmountain Victory Trail Conference set of May 16-18 

C ome 
join us 
in beau-

tiful Morganton, 
North Carolina 
for the first 
Overmountain 
Victory National 
Historic Trail 
Conference on 
Friday, May 16th 

through Sunday May 18th.  The focus 
of the event will be the theme of 
“Building Skills; Sharing Visions” 
and is being co-sponsored by the Na-
tional Park Service, the Overmoun-
tain Victory Trail Association, and 
Historic Burke Foundation, Inc. This 
three-day gathering promises to be 
enjoyable, educational, and energiz-
ing. 
 
Lobbied by local citizens, Congress 
authorized the Trail in September 
1980.  The Overmountain Victory 
National Historic Trail preserves and 

commemorates the campaign leading 
up to the battle of Kings Mountain in 
1780.  The first National Historic 
Trail in the eastern United States it 
stretches some 330 miles, passing 
through portions of Virginia, Tennes-
see, North Carolina, and South Caro-
lina.  Administered by the National 
Park Service as a unit of the National 
Park System it is a unique connector 
to the past and present, as well as of 
cultural and natural resources along 
its route.   
 
Partnerships are the key element to 
success along the Trail.  This first-
ever conference of the Trail commu-
nity will focus on universally relevant 
issues such as easements, tax credits, 
funding sources, and successful or-
ganization by a number of regionally 
acknowledged experts in these fields.  
Success stories from along the Trail 
will also be highlighted from various 
organizations and communities.   
 

The keynote speaker at Saturday’s 
luncheon will be Mr. Steve Elkinton, 
the Program Leader for all National 
Historic and Scenic Trails adminis-
tered by the National Park Service 
throughout the United States.  His 
talk on “What a National Historic 
Trail Can Be” should provide insight 
and inspiration to all attendees. 
 
Other scheduled activities include an 
evening reception at historic Quaker 
Meadows, on Friday evening, with 
historic music provided by Mr. R.G. 
Absher, plus a field trip to historic 
Quaker Meadows cemetery and a 
walk along a certified section of the 
Catawba River Greenway on Sunday 
morning.   
 
Don’t miss this valuable and fun 
event.  Space is limited, so register 
early. 
 
We’ll look forward to seeing you 
there! 
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A presentation on how to develop easements for trail use, as well as 
the incentives available for landowners through tax credits.  Mr. Ed 
Norvell of the Conservation Trust for North Carolina and Mr. Bill W. 
Florney from the Tax Credit Program of the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Environmental and Natural Resources will be the speakers. 
 
2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Break2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Break2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Break2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.     Break    
    
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.     3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.     3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.     3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.     Trail FundingTrail FundingTrail FundingTrail Funding    
Mr. Rob Ayers from the Federal Highway Administration’s North 
Carolina Division will discuss various funding possibilities and oppor-
tunities through the Federal Highway Administration, as well as state 
Departments of Transportation. 
 
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.    4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.    4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.    4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.     Organizational Leadership Organizational Leadership Organizational Leadership Organizational Leadership    
Mr. William Hinman, a professional museum consultant, will provide a 
timely presentation on how to develop successful organizational lead-
ership, and its role in Trail development. 
 
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.     Dinner Presentation5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.     Dinner Presentation5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.     Dinner Presentation5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.     Dinner Presentation————Wilma DykemanWilma DykemanWilma DykemanWilma Dykeman    
    
Sunday, May 18, 2003      
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.     A Visit to the Trail10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.     A Visit to the Trail10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.     A Visit to the Trail10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.     A Visit to the Trail    
Join us for a morning outing along the Overmountain Victory Na-
tional Historic Trail.  A visit to historic Quaker Meadows Cemetery 
will be the first stop.  Final resting place of some fifty colonial settlers, 
including two veterans of Kings Mountain, the cemetery has been re-
stored and is owned by Historic Burke Foundation.  Afterwards the 
group will take a walk along a section of the Catawba River Green-
way which was certified in 1998 as part of the Overmountain Victory 
National Historic Trail.  Greenway Director Lee Anderson will pro-
vide information along the way. 

CCCConference Registrationonference Registrationonference Registrationonference Registration    
    
All sessions on Saturday, May 17, 2003 will take place at the 
Holiday Inn in Morganton, North Carolina.  Directions for 
events on Friday and Sunday can be obtained from the registra-
tion desk at the Holiday Inn.   
 
The Holiday Inn is located at 2400 South Sterling Street in 
Morganton, which is just off Interstate 40 at exit 105. 
 
Registration fee includes the evening reception at Quaker 
Meadows on Friday, May 16, 2003, as well as lunch, break re-
freshments, and dinner on Saturday, May 17, 2003.  Checks 
should be made out to Overmountain Victory Trail Association 
or OVTA.   
 
Participants requiring overnight accommodations must make 
their own arrangements and reservations.  A special conference 
rate of $49 per night, single or double occupancy, is available 
at the Holiday Inn in Morganton, North Carolina.  Reservations 
may be made by calling (828) 437-0171.  Callers should iden-
tify themselves as attendees of the Overmountain Victory Na-
tional Historic Trail Conference.  
 
Anyone needing additional information may call the head-
quarters of the Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail at 
(864) 936-3477. 

Registration FormRegistration FormRegistration FormRegistration Form    

“Building Skills, Sharing Visions”“Building Skills, Sharing Visions”“Building Skills, Sharing Visions”“Building Skills, Sharing Visions”    
Overmountain Victory NHT Conference, May 16Overmountain Victory NHT Conference, May 16Overmountain Victory NHT Conference, May 16Overmountain Victory NHT Conference, May 16----18, 200318, 200318, 200318, 2003    

    
Name_________________Name_________________Name_________________Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
    
Address_________________________________________________________________Address_________________________________________________________________Address_________________________________________________________________Address_________________________________________________________________________________    
    
                  ______________________________________________________________________                  ______________________________________________________________________                  ______________________________________________________________________                  ______________________________________________________________________    
 
Phone Number____________________Phone Number____________________Phone Number____________________Phone Number________________________     Email_______________________________________     Email_______________________________________     Email_______________________________________     Email___________________________________    
 
Organization Affiliation (if any)____________________________________________Organization Affiliation (if any)____________________________________________Organization Affiliation (if any)____________________________________________Organization Affiliation (if any)____________________________________________________________________________    
 
I will attend:     Friday Night Reception_____     Sunday Morning Field Trip_____I will attend:     Friday Night Reception_____     Sunday Morning Field Trip_____I will attend:     Friday Night Reception_____     Sunday Morning Field Trip_____I will attend:     Friday Night Reception_____     Sunday Morning Field Trip_____    
 
Note: Conference is limited to firsNote: Conference is limited to firsNote: Conference is limited to firsNote: Conference is limited to first 90 participants due to meeting room restrictions.  Applicants beyond the first 90 will t 90 participants due to meeting room restrictions.  Applicants beyond the first 90 will t 90 participants due to meeting room restrictions.  Applicants beyond the first 90 will t 90 participants due to meeting room restrictions.  Applicants beyond the first 90 will 
be placed on a waiting list and their fbe placed on a waiting list and their fbe placed on a waiting list and their fbe placed on a waiting list and their funds returned if no space is available.  Fee for first 90 registrants is nonunds returned if no space is available.  Fee for first 90 registrants is nonunds returned if no space is available.  Fee for first 90 registrants is nonunds returned if no space is available.  Fee for first 90 registrants is non----refundable.refundable.refundable.refundable.    
 
Please mail this form with a check or Please mail this form with a check or Please mail this form with a check or Please mail this form with a check or money order for $50 made payable to:money order for $50 made payable to:money order for $50 made payable to:money order for $50 made payable to:    

    
Overmountain Victory Trail AssociationOvermountain Victory Trail AssociationOvermountain Victory Trail AssociationOvermountain Victory Trail Association    

P.O. Box 242421, Charlotte, NC 28224P.O. Box 242421, Charlotte, NC 28224P.O. Box 242421, Charlotte, NC 28224P.O. Box 242421, Charlotte, NC 28224----2421242124212421    
    
 All reg All reg All reg All registration forms must be received istration forms must be received istration forms must be received istration forms must be received no later than Friday, May 2, 2003.no later than Friday, May 2, 2003.no later than Friday, May 2, 2003.no later than Friday, May 2, 2003.    
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Overmountain Victory Trail Association, Inc. 

This Is Your  
Newsletter 
 

G ot something to share 
about the Overmoun-
tain Victory National 

Historic Trail or the OVTA?  
 
OVTAnews@aol.com  
 - your OVTA connection 
for sharing news others can 
use.  
 
Send us your news items and   
suggestions for stories. 

OVTA Newsletter 
Overmountain Victory Trail Association, Inc. 
PO Box 242421 
Charlotte, NC 28224 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
Ferguson was irritated by their tactics of 
fighting from behind rocks and trees and  
letting out war hoops—they were called 
“the yelling boys.” He despised their 
practice of fighting and then retreating 
into the Blue Ridge Mountains and be-
yond. Angry, Ferguson sent a message to 
these patriots whom he regarded as 
“backwater men”: If you do not desist 
your opposition to the British Arms, I 
shall march this army over the mountains, 
hang your leaders and lay your country 
waste with fire and sword. 
 
The threat reached frontier militia leaders 
Isaac Shelby and John Sevier who lived 
in the overmountain regions of what was 

then North Carolina, but is today’s 
east Tennessee. They conferred and 
devised a strategy to protect their 
homes. They called together a band of 
1,000 frontier militiamen and set out 
to intercept Ferguson before he could 
come over the mountains to attack 
them. The would-be hunter, Fergu-
son, had now become the hunted.  
 
The militiamen mustered at Sycamore 
Shoals on September 25 and prepared 
themselves for a long march and a 
fierce battle. They prepared meat and 
bread, lead balls and gun powder. On 
the morning of September 26, they 
rode out on horseback looking for a 
fight.      (To be continued)  ● 

Overmountain Victory 
Trail Conference 

May 16-18, Morganton, NC 
See pp. 6 & 7.  

  

Register today.  


