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Following in the Footsteps  
During this year’s reenactment, we 
walked a historic section of trail out 
of Abingdon.  We also crossed his-
toric trail in Spruce Pine when we left 
Davenport Springs.  The property 
owner met the group as we topped the 
hill onto his property.  He is going to 

clear the historic 
trail for next year’s 
reenactment for us.  
We also met a 
property owner 
around Silver 
Creek, which is 
part of the October 
1st and 2nd camp 
sites.  We walked 
near to the historic 
route out of North 
Cove arriving at 
Bear Creek boat 
ramp on Lake 

James.   
 
Every Step of the Way 
Three people make the entire two 
weeks and of those three, one person 
walked every step that could be 

(Continued on page 2, Column 1) 

The 28th Annual Reenactment of the  
Campaign to the Battle of Kings Mountain 
 
by Fran Dahl, 2002 Campaign Commander 

Overmountain Victory Trail  
Association, Inc. 

Our Vision: The Overmountain Victory Trail Association shall forever preserve & 
commemorate the route and the story of the volunteer army whose victory at the Battle 
of King's Mountain was a turning point in the struggle for America's independence.  
The OVTA will ensure the trail will provide the opportunity to experience a deep sense 
of these events, the lands on which they occurred, and of the people who lived them. 

December  2002 

Our Mission: The Overmountain 
Victory Trail Association will protect, 
preserve and interpret the route of the 
Overmountain Men to the Battle of Kings 
Mountain.  

The march began from Abingdon, VA on  the 23rd with 
an enthusiastic group of walkers.  

Photo by Leigh Vanblarcom 

Pemberton Preser-
vation Award Given 
to Sue Vaughn 

T he falling of the Pemberton Oak on 
August 1, 2002 punctuated the end 
of an important legacy. It was the 

only living thing along the Trail known to 
have been present during the historic 
events of 1780. For all of her 80 years, Sue 
Pemberton Vaughn has watched over that 
tree and served as the caretaker and custo-
dian of this noble piece of our history.  

(Continued on page 2, Column 3) 

(l to r) Sue Pemberton Vaughan, artist 
Larry Nowells and Patsy Pemberton 
Clark (Sue's sister) at the presentation 
of the John Pemberton Carving to the 
Pemberton family descendents.   

Photo by Dahl 
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(Continued from page 1) 
walked.  Newcomer Bob Hardin 
walked it all.  Mike and Fran Dahl 
were also there the full two weeks but 
we did not walk over Yellow Moun-
tain Gap into North Carolina.  We av-
eraged around 6 to 8 people a day 
with the largest number of walkers on 
the first day (15 walkers started out 
the march that day).  We met people 
from Texas at Sycamore Shoals who 
had ancestors in the area during 1780.   
Both the women joined OVTA the 
next morning.  Sue Pemberton 

Vaughn received the Pemberton Pres-
ervation Award this year for the years 
of dedication in keeping the 
Pemberton Oak alive.  Sue received a 
wood carving made from one of the 
branches as the award.     
 
Marking the Trail 
We had a number of certifications 
and dedications during the march this 
year.  The first dedication was the 
Martin Davenport grave marker dedi-
cation in the Davenport Cemetery on 
September 28  in Spruce Pine.  That 
same day, there was a certification of 
a ½ mile trail at Elkin City Park 
where the eastern leg of the trail be-
gins.  On Sunday, September 29, 
there was a certification of a portion 

of the Yadkin River Greenway in 
Wilkesboro also on the eastern leg of 
the trail.  On September 30, we certi-
fied trail at Lake James State Park in 
Morganton, the middle of the trail.  
That same evening, there was a dedica-
tion of the first OVTA wayside exhibit 
at the McDowell House in Morganton.   
On October 5, we had a special event 
in Rutherfordton.  This was a certifica-
tion of part of the Ruth & Rails-to-
Trails segment and the Southern Street/
Main Street segment as part of the 
Overmountain Victory National His-

toric Trail.  [Editor: As docu-
mented by OVTA Board 
member and Rutherford 
County Historian Nancy Fer-
guson, the historic trace actu-
ally follows Kleghorn Creek 
in this latter area as Ruther-
fordton did not exist in 1780.] 
The last certification was at 
the southern shore of Lake 
Whelchel on October 6.    
 
Hat Trick 
The last supper together on 
10/07/02 was in the city of 
Kings Mountain at the Town 
& Country BBQ Restaurant.  
Everyone got to share in 
memories of the march and to 
each put on the hat that 
started on the trail from 
Rocky Mount to Kings 

Mountain. This hat was given to carver 
Larry Knowles of Knoxville who made 
the carving for the Pemberton Preser-
vation Award.   
 
We all had a good time. We had scary 
times, sad times and the best of times.  
Thank all of you for making this year’s 
reenactment march special.  ● 
 
[Editor’s Note: Fran Dahl has been 
elected by a committee of past Grand 
Marshals to lead the 2003 Reenact-
ment March. ] 

OVTA members (l to r) Matthew Bailey, Alan  
Bowen, Randell Jones and Bob Hardin enjoy the view 
from Yellow Mountain Gap Road. Marchers “Crossed 
the Roan” along the historic trace for the first time 
since 1980 thanks to permission from the landowner 
secured by Mike Dahl during his GIS mapping efforts 
last winter and spring.  

Photo by Leigh Vanblarcom 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
To recognize her years of service, 
OVTA presented to Sue Vaughn a spe-
cial token of our appreciation. OVTA 
presented to her a likeness of Capt. 
John Pemberton carved from a limb of 
the Pemberton Oak. This beautiful 
sculpture was executed by Knoxville 
artist Larry Knowles. He fashioned the 
likeness of Capt. Pemberton from in-
structions provided by OVTA mem-
bers as no portraits of Capt. Pemberton 
exist. The face shows the determina-
tion and commitment that all the sol-
diers carried with them on their cam-
paign.  
 
Thank you, Captain Pemberton. And 
thank you, Sue.  ● 

September 24:  (l to r) Scott Bowen, Alan 
Bowen, Blair Keller, Allen Ray, and John 
Pemberton Clark putting the DAR plaque 
back on the stump of the Pemberton Oak. 

Photo by Mike Dahl 
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George Cathey  
Memorial Bridge 
by Nancy Ellen Ferguson 
 

G eorge Cathey Memorial 
Bridge was dedicated on Oc-
tober 29 to honor a soldier of 

Rutherford County and a veteran of 
the Battle of Kings Mountain. 
 
The ceremony included comments by 
a local commissioner of the NC trans-
portation board, the reciting of a 
poem, “The Bridge Builder,” and the 
reading of a prayer written by an 18th 
century citizen of Rutherford County, 
David Miller. (See side bar.) After the 
unveiling of the plaque, Chuck Wat-

son performed on the bagpipes.  
 
George Cathey and his family came 
to America from Ulster in the late 
1740’s. He received a land grant of 
365 acres in what was then Rowan 
County along Cathey Creek, named 
for his family. In 1776, Cathey 
marched with General Griffith Ruth-
erford against the Cherokee Nation 
along what is known as the Ruther-
ford Trace. In 1780, Cathey joined 
the Overmountain Men and fought in 
the Battle of Kings Mountain. ● 
 
[Editor: This honor shown George 
Cathey  has resulted from the diligent 
efforts of OVTA board member Nancy 
Ferguson. Thank you, Nancy.] 

O n October 7 at Kings 
Mountain National 
Military Park, Richard 

Eller received the  NPS Service 
Award for 2002. OVTA nomi-
nated Rick for his efforts to pro-
duce the video, “The Road to 
Kings Mountain.” Following are 
excerpts from the official letter 
recognizing his contributions: 
 
In April of 1997 Richard Eller 
said, “I have a vision on how to 
tell the story of the Overmoun-
tain Men through the camera’s 
eye.” Over the next 3 years Mr. 
Eller’s eye and camera saw the trail, 
the historic sites and the people who 
have kept the story alive.  In 1998 and 
1999 he and  his film crew joined the 
Overmountain Victory Trail Associa-
tion’s annual reenactment and fol-
lowed the footsteps of the Overmoun-
tain Men chronicling where those 
footsteps led and the destiny they 
helped define for our country. 
 
The video, “The Road to Kings 
Mountain,” was produced by Charter 
Communications of Hickory, North 
Carolina in association with the Over-
mountain Victory Trail Association. 

When it was released in the summer 
of 2001, its impact was immediate. 
The Stonecutter Foundation of Spin-
dale, North Carolina provided a grant 
to place the video in over a hundred 
schools in the trail corridor. Eastern 
National, a non-profit cooperative 
sales organization, has placed the 
video in several park bookstores in-
cluding Sycamore Shoals and Kings 
Mountain National Military Parks.  
The video is also available at several 
privately owned historic and tourism 
sites throughout the trail community.   
 
This award is presented to those who 

have made a significant contribution 
to the protection, preservation or in-
terpretation of the Overmountain Vic-
tory National Historic Trail.  It is rare 
when a recipient of this award meets 
all three of those criteria.  Richard 
Eller has done that.  Proceeds from 
sales of his video helped fund a trail 
mapping project earlier this year and 
will continue to support trail protec-
tion and preservation work in the fu-
ture.  ● 

OVNHT Trail Manager Paul Carson presents 
the Heritage Award to Rick Eller.  

Photo by Fran Dahl 

Rick Eller Receives 2002 NPS Service Award 
Producer of “The Road to Kings Mountain” video 

David Miller 
by Nancy Ferguson 
 

C alled up at a church meeting, 
David Miller offered this prayer:  

“God Lord, our God that art in 
Heaven, we have great reason to 
thank Thee for many favors we have 
received at Thy hands, the many bat-
tles we have won: there is the great 
and glorious battle Kings Mountain, 
where we kilt (sic) the great Gineral 
(sic) Ferguson and took his whole 
army, and the great battles of Ra-
mours (sic) and at Williamson’s and 
the ever-memorable and glorious bat-
tle of the Cowpens where we made 
the proud Gineral (sic) Tarleton run 
down the road helter-skelter and 
Good Lord if ya na have suffered the 
cruel Tories to burn Billy Hill’s Iron 
Works, we would na have asked any 
mair (sic) favors at Thy hands. 
Amen.” 
 
David Miller served Rutherford 
County as entry taker and in the Gen-
eral Assembly of North Carolina. He 
settled in Rutherford County after 
coming to America in 1760. He 
amassed 30,000 acres. He served as 
chaplain of a South Carolina militia 
unit. Just prior to the Battle of Kings 
Mountain, his son Andrew was cap-
tured by Ferguson as he was leaving 
Rutherford County in late September.  
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T he 9th National Trails Confer-
ence will be hosted in the Se-
attle area in August 2003 by 

Pacific Northwest Trails Association. 
The tentative theme is “Translating 
Vision into Reality.” Visibly active in 
the trails community at a national 
level, OVTA’s own Mike Dahl will 
serve as chair of the conference plan-
ning committee. 
 
“Derek Blount, Leadership Council 
president, called me on December 3,” 
Mike said, “and asked that I chair the 
2003 conference planning commit-
tee.  I agreed.  The Partnership's ex-
ecutive committee has charged the 
conference planning committee with 
a two-fold mission. First, we are to 
help plan the program for the 9th 
Conference, and second, we are to 
review what we are and should be ac-

complishing with our National Trails 
System gatherings. We want to ex-
plore what formats and schedules 
these gatherings should follow in the 
future. We will recommend a course 
of action to the Leadership Council at 
a meeting next March. At that time, 
we will also likely recommend a site 
for the 2005 conference.” 
 
As many have pointed out, 2005 is 
the 225th anniversary of the Battle of 
Kings Mountain. OVTA and Trail 
Manager Paul Carson will want to 
consider carefully their collective in-
terest in hosting a national trails con-
ference that year. 
 
The National Trails Conference 
(NTC) is held under the auspices of 
the Partnership for the National Trails 
System (PNTS). The Leadership 

National Trails Conference Planning  
Has Begun for 2003 
Mike Dahl is Chairman of Conference Planning Committee 

P osted on the OVTA website 
just before this year’s reenact-
ment, a new 12-episode serial 

tells the story of the Overmountain 
Men day by day.  
 
“This series was designed to pique 
the interest of students of every age in 
this one story from our collective 
heritage as Americans,” said Randell 
Jones, creator of the series and vice 
president of OVTA. “We want teach-
ers to have a ready tool at their dis-
posal that requires no more than three 
or four minutes each day for the two 
weeks from September 24 to October 
7. By reading these episodes day-by-
day, teachers can engage their stu-
dents in a wonderfully compelling 
adventure played out by real-life he-
roes. For those schools along the trail, 

“Footsteps for Freedom” Helps Teachers 
in the Classroom 
Twelve episodes tell the story day-by-day 

these episodes help these students ap-
preciate the value of their local heri-
tage.” 
 
After teachers are able to show stu-
dents that history is exciting, they can 
use it to spark discussion of current 
events. As historian and Pulitzer 
prize-winning author David McCul-
lough says, “We live in an era of mo-
mentous change, creating great pres-

sures and tensions. But history shows 
that times of tumult are the times 
when we are most likely to learn. 
This nation was founded on change. 

We should embrace the 
possibilities inherent in 
such times and hold to 
a steady course, be-
cause we have a sense 
of navigation, a sense 
of what we’ve been 
through and who we 
are. 
 
“Indifference to history 

isn’t just ignorant; it’s a form of in-
gratitude. And the scale of our igno-
rance seems especially shameful in 
the face of our unprecedented good 
fortune.”  
 
The episodes are accessible individu-
ally under “OVTA in the Class-
room—2002” at www.ovta.org . 
These PDF’s are viewable with 
Adobe Acrobat Reader.  ● 

Council serves 
as the board of 
directors for 
that organiza-
tion. The ex-
ecutive director 
is Gary Werner. 
OVTA member 
Conrad 
Schliske sits on 
the Leadership 
Council. 
 
“Everyone in 
OVTA should 
be proud of 
Mike’s in-
volvement at 
this level of the national trails scene,” 
said OVTA vice president Randell 
Jones. “We all wish Mike the best for 
success in this role. We know his 
hard work will reflect well on OVTA. 
Congratulations, Mike. We are proud 
of you.”   ● 

Mike Dahl as Captain  
John Sawyer 

 
Photo by Randell Jones 

Footsteps  
for Freedom 
—the true story of the  

Overmountain Men of 1780 
 

Provided as an educational service of  
“OVTA in the Classroom.”  
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Spring 2003  
Conference for 
OVNHT Announced 
Will bring together all the po-
tential partners along the trail 
 

T he OVTA and NPS are joining 
together to host a OVNHT 
conference in spring 2003. The 

tentative theme is “Making Connec-
tions: Building Skills and Trails.”  The 
conference begins on Friday evening 
May 16 and continues through Sunday 
May 18 in Morganton.  
 
Trail Manager Paul Carson said,  “The 
purpose of this conference is to bring 
together all the interested parties along 
the trail corridor to talk about activities 
along the trail, both current and poten-
tial.” 

All plans are yet to be arranged. 
OVTA’s participation involves no 
commitment of OVTA funds. The 
Board elected Fran Dahl and Mike 
Dahl to sit on the committee, with 
Fran being the single point of contact 
for OVTA’s participation in the plan-
ning. President Allen Ray sits on the 
committee as a de facto member of all 
committees.  
 
OVTA members should plan to attend 
and participate in this historic event 
regarding the trail’s future. Details will 
be provided later.  ● 

O VTA wants to know how you want your news. 
 
As an experiment, OVTA is providing this issue of the OVTA newslet-

ter electronically. (Those for whom we do not have an e-
mail address will receive a printed copy.) Electronic news-
letters have advantages and disadvantages. We want to 
know what you think about that and other aspects of the 
newsletter. 
 
If you are on-line, please send your answers to the follow-
ing questions to OVTAnews@aol.com . If you prefer, you 
may write out your answers and 
mail them to OVTAnews, 

Charlotte, NC 28224-2421. In either case, 
please do so by January 31.  
 
 
 
Newsletter Survey Questions: 
 

1.    I am (am not) a dues-paying, current member of OVTA 
2.    I read the newsletter when it arrives: never – sometimes – usually - al-

ways 
3.    I want to read in the newsletter about: (rate each by priority to you- HI, 

MOD, LO) 
a.    OVNHT (development of the trail, NPS activities) 
b.    OVTA organization business and committee reports 
c.    Summary of annual reenactment 
d.    Festival and gathering opportunities 
e.    Revolutionary War history 
f.    Profiles of OVTA members (their interests and activities) 
g.    Activities of other trail organizations and the national trail 

scene 
h.    Activities of members on behalf of OVTA 
i.     Other: _______ 

4.    I prefer getting which? a printed newsletter or an electronic newsletter. 
Here’s why: ____________. 

5.    I use the newsletter for the following: (mention all that apply) 
a.    For my own information 
b.    For sharing with others  
c.    For personally recruiting new members 
d.    For promoting OVTA through distribution of copies at historic 

sites, etc. 
e.    Other: _________ 

 
Your input is appreciated. This is our newsletter and it should continue to serve 
our organization’s purposes and our members’ needs, just as it has in the past. 
But, we want to consider change when the need and the opportunity arise. Your 
response to these questions will help us best plan to continue serving OVTA’s 
members and mission.  Thank your for your input.  ● 

New News 
How do you want it? 
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W hat are your intentions 
as Trail Manager for the 
OVNHT? 

 
The National Park Service (NPS) has 
endorsed the mission of establishing a 
walkable trail from Abingdon to 
Kings Mountain and from Elkin to 
Morganton. This is not just my vision 
as Trail Manager; this vision is sup-
ported by the regional office.  
 
What is your role with OVNHT and 
how does that interplay with 
OVTA’s role? 
 
 As Trail Manager, I see myself 
as superintendent of a unit of 
NPS. I am involved with ad-
ministration, interpretation, 
maintenance and preservation of 
the trail. But I am not here to tell 
partner groups what to do. I am 
open to partner groups coming 
to me to create a dialogue on 
how we can work together. 
OVTA is among the many part-
ners that I will work with on the 
trail. I am working with many 
groups and agencies already. How-
ever, OVTA has the unique role of 
being the group that actually created 
the trail. It has a close connection to 
the purposes of the trail. Its members 
will determine what role it wants to 
play in the future promotion, preser-
vation and interpretation of the Over-
mountain Victory National Historic 
Trail (OVNHT).  
 
Clearly, I see OVTA continuing its 
role as organizing and conducting the 
march commemoration each year. I 
think it is important for NPS to sup-
port OVTA in that role. That is why I 
offered to make the NPS interpretive 
training available to OVTA, so its 
members could enhance their skills in 
that area. OVTA is the prime inter-
pretive body during that two-week 
march.  

Why was a Trail Manager assigned 
to the OVNHT now after 22 years? 
 
I think it had finally reached a point 
where a number of people both inside 
and outside the NPS realized  it was 
time. The Trail is not going to go 
away. It was created in 1980 by an act 
of Congress and signed into law by 
the president. NPS realized that they 
needed to make a more long-term 
commitment to this trail than they had 
before.  
 

Until 2002 
from an ad-
ministrative 
view, the 
NPS has not 
looked at 
the OVNHT 
as a full-
time com-
mitment. It 
was a collat-
eral duty 
that Rich 
Sussman 

handled for many years. He had lim-
ited time and limited money with 
which to work. Last year, OVNHT 
got an increase in funding of some 
degree, but only in 2002 did it get a 
budget that would pay for full-time 
administration and provide funds for 
some other things as well. That 
budget is now $136,000 per year. 
That is not much compared to the 
budgets of other NPS units, but it is a 
significant change in how the NPS 
has viewed OVNHT. In the future, I 
believe we can expect at least the 
level of staffing and funding that we 
see today. 
 
OVTA’s commitment to tell the 
story will be facilitated by having 
physical trail on the ground. We 
now have a trail at least on a map. 
How will this translate into trail on 
the ground? 

 
What we had on the ground when I 
started was already significant. This 
year we certified 12 or 13 additional 
miles of trail. Figuring in Federal 
lands and other certified segments, 
we have 20-25 miles of trail on the 
ground. That means after this year, 
we will have 35-40 miles of certified, 
walkable trail. 
 
The trail we put on the ground is di-
rected by the Comprehensive Man-
agement Plan of 1982 (CMP82). We 
start with the “primary historic 
route.” That is the route that was de-
termined in 1982 to be as close as 
anyone knew at the time to follow 
where the mass of Overmountain 
Men walked on their way to Kings 
Mountain. This is the route that 
OVTA contracted to map early this 
year with the GIS technology. This 
route is “The Trail” and everything 
that we do with OVNHT springs from 
that route.  
 
If we have the original route (that is, 
the “historic trace”) in existence and 
it can be preserved and used as a 
walking trial or non-motorized route 
we can treat it in several ways. If it is 
on federal land, it is not certified. Ex-
amples of this are where OVNHT 
crosses the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
Cowpens National Military Park or 
Kerr Scott Reservoir. In places where 
the Trail crosses non-federal lands, 
we have a certification process set up. 
What we certify as the OVNHT can 
be a walkable pathway that is within a 
corridor of one-half mile on either 
side of the “primary historic route.”  
An example of this the Cawtaba 
River Greenway. This is a certified 
segment that follows in an area where 
the “historic trace” is no longer avail-
able. In many areas, the historic trace 
could no longer be available due to 
development (e.g., roads and reser-
voirs) or due to a landowner who 
does not want to open up his land to 
access. In those cases we have to 
work with establishing an alternative 
trail within the one-mile corridor cen-
tered on the primary historic route. 

A Conversation with Paul Carson 
OVNHT Trail Manager introduces himself  
and shares his thoughts about the trail. (Part 1.) 

NPS Trail Manager Paul Carson 
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The Commemorative Motor Route is 
another element of the OVNHT. 
Sometimes it follows the historic 
trace and sometimes it does not. It 
uses existing highway, usually state 
highway. It parallels the “primary his-
toric route” as best as it can. This was 
established in the 1980s through the 
signing of cooperative agreements 
with the four states. Those agree-
ments have since lapsed, the most re-
cent a decade ago. I have been work-
ing with the states to develop a new 
cooperative agreement for all four 
states. This time, the five-year agree-
ment automatically renews unless 
there is notification by either party. 
People can use the current NPS bro-
chure to follow the Commemorative 
Motor Route today. What will change 
in the future is the signage that will 
be updated and supported by the 
states. 
 
How does the location of the trail 
help or hinder interpretation of the 
OVNHT story? 
 
The national historic trails are meant 
to preserve the historic trace as much 
as possible, but they are also intended 
to develop different types of partner-
ships with local public and private 
entities. These would encourage tour-
ism and cause people to visit the cul-
tural resources of the area. The 
OVNHT does not exist in exclusion 
as an island. Time did not stand still 
after 1780. The way we develop the 
trail will enable people to connect 
with the layers of history in the differ-
ent communities through which it 
passes. We want to encourage people 
to focus on the story of the Over-
mountain Men, but we don’t want to 
discourage people from taking advan-
tage of the other opportunities to ex-
plore other eras of history that may be 
available to them.  
 
Under the CMP82, alternate trail can 
be developed within the one-mile cor-
ridor centered on the “primary his-
toric route.” In many cases that is 
what we are ending up with but not 

always. In Rutherfordton this year, 
we certified a walkable 1.2 mile seg-
ment along the Rails-to-Trails. We 
know from documentation that the 
railroad follows the historic trace 
used by the Overmountain Men. In 
Rutherfordton, we also certified a 1.8-
mile segment in the city. The section 
along Southern Street is where the 
“primary historic route” lies. This is a 
walkable route along a major road 
through the center of a historic town. 
This helps the hikers connect with 
other layers of history in this commu-
nity. Rutherfordton has many historic 
resources along this route. But re-
member, Rutherfordton was not even 
there at the time of the battle. But this 
route is attractive for certification for 
many reasons. Moreover, if we were 
to go a half-mile in either direction, 
we’d still be in Rutherfordton, so cer-
tification of this 1.8-mile segment is a 
viable alternative. [Editor: The his-

toric trace falls along the banks of 
Kleghorn Creek which parallels 
Southern Street some 50 feet away.]  
 
Another example is the segment certi-
fied along Lake Whelchel. The his-
toric trace is covered over by I-85. 
That route is not accessible or walk-
able, so the alternative trail along 
Lake Whelchel is attractive. More-
over, the greenway in Cherokee 
County, SC is a beautiful 3.5 mile 
section of trail that is reflective of the 
trail that the Overmountain Men 
would have traveled. It meets our 
other national trails criteria as well. 

How could we not certify that as part 
of the OVNHT? 
 
What does certification provide for 
the trail? 
 
Certification is not trail protection. 
Certification is an agreement with the 
landowner to allow the designation of 
the land as part of the national trail 
and to allow access to the land for 
public use. Greenways are already set 
up for public access. That makes their 
certification easier. The toughest part 
of establishing a continuous walkable 
trail will be working with private land 
owners. But again, our goal is to cre-
ate a continuous, walkable trail that 
can be interpreted as commemorating 
the campaign to the Battle of Kings 
Mountain. Certifying that entire route 
will require some creativity as well as 
some flexibility, but we can do it—all 
of us working as partners for the 
OVNHT.  ● 

Local citizens in Elkin participate in the 
certification of a segment of the OVNHT  
in their town.  

Photo by City of Elkin 

A t the annual meeting in  
Dysartsville, on October 2, 
the following officers were 

duly elected by a vote of the 
members casting written ballots by 
mail and in person: 
 
Vice-president- Randell Jones 
Secretary – Gail Zwergel 
Treasurer—Carol Keating  
Region 1-VA—Blair Keller  
Region 4—Roger Byers  
Region 5—Leigh Vanblarcom  
Region 6-GA—Scott Bowen 
 
Congratulations to these new 
officers. Huzzah! ● 

New Officers 
Elected for  
2003-2004 
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“Hike the Hill” Advocacy Week, 2003 
 

A merican Hiking Society invites you to participate in its annual Hike 
the Hill: Trails Advocacy Week, scheduled for March 2-5, 2003. This 
is an opportunity for you to talk directly to the policy-makers here in 

Washington, DC about your trails and projects. The efforts of Advocacy Week 
participants over the years have contributed to notable funding increases for a 
number of the national scenic and historic trails, increased trail funding 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund, and increased funding and 
awareness for hiking trails across the nation. 
 
Contact American Hiking Society for more information. 
 
Celina Montorfano, Alliance Policy Manager 
American Hiking Society, 1422 Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(301) 565-6704 x205, (301) 565-6714 (fax) 
cmontorfano@AmericanHiking.org 
www.AmericanHiking.org 

This Is Your  
Newsletter 
 

G ot something to share 
about the Overmountain  
Victory National Historic 

Trail or the OVTA?  
 
OVTAnews@aol.com  
 - your OVTA connection for 
sharing news others can use.  
 
Send us your news items and   
suggestions for stories. 

OVTA Newsletter 
Overmountain Victory Trail Association, Inc. 
PO Box 242421 
Charlotte, NC 28224 

 

In the next issue:  
• News from the 8th National Trails Conference, October 2002 
• Ancestor Militiamen—Got One? 
• and more . . . 


