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F or the first time in 
several years, OVTA 
participated in 

National Trails Day, June 7, 
by sponsoring hikes along 
the OVNHT. Other hikes 
around this time also qualify 
as NTD events as sponsored 
by the American Hiking 
Society (www.
americanhiking.org).  
 
Wilkes-Surry 
It was a wet day across the 
region, but in Wilkesboro, a 
group of hearty Boy Scouts 
and adult leaders braved the 
elements and walked along a 
designated portion of the OVNHT. 
This group also served as the color 
guard for the opening ceremony of 
the Wilkesboro Arts and Heritage 
Festival. OVTA past president and 
festival official R.G. Absher greeted 
the marchers at the Old Courthouse 
and introduced the Scouts who then 

National Trails Day Is a Big Step for OVTA 
Event puts new hikers on the trail to hear the story and to follow in the footsteps 

Overmountain Victory Trail  
Association, Inc. 

Our Vision: The Overmountain Victory Trail Association shall forever preserve & 
commemorate the route and the story of the volunteer army whose victory at the Battle 
of King's Mountain was a turning point in the struggle for America's independence.  
The OVTA will ensure the trail will provide the opportunity to experience a deep sense 
of these events, the lands on which they occurred, and of the people who lived them. 

July  2003 

Our Mission: The Overmountain 
Victory Trail Association will protect, 
preserve and interpret the route of the 
Overmountain Men to the Battle of Kings 
Mountain.  

What’s Left? 
OVTA Looking to Protect 
Remnants of Historic Trail  

�P rotect and interpret�
those are two of the 
reasons that OVTA 

exists. After 28 years, it is 
bothersome to many members that 
not one inch of the historic trail has 
yet been protected by OVTA.  
 
To address this concern, the Board 
has voted to spend from OVTA�s 

Trail Protection Fund 
monies to hire a contractor 
to gather information 
about land ownership of 
historic trail remnants. 
Subsequent work will 
include conducting a threat 
analysis and developing 
protection strategies. 
Neither of those latter 
efforts will be funded in 
this initial effort.  
 
At the trail conference in 
May, Steve Elkinton 
informed us that trail 
preservationists are 
sometimes called �rut 
nuts��people with a 
passion for finding and 

(Continued on page 3, Column 2) 
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led the audience 
in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to 
the Flag. After a 
few remarks 
about the 
OVNHT, 
OVTA president 
Randell Jones 
led the Scouts in 
three �Huzzahs� 
to cheer their 
success in 
completing the 
morning�s wet, 
but spirited 
walk. 

(Continued on page 5, Column 1) 

Several Boy Scouts and leaders from local troops in 
Wilkesboro hike along the Yadkin River Greenway, a 
certified section of the OVNHT on National Trails Day. 
Photo—Randell Jones 

Scouts from Troop 35, Johnson 
City, TN “Cross the Roan” on a 
trail remnant of the historic Yellow 
Mountain Gap Road. 

Photo—Randell Jones 
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O n May 17 and 18, several 
members of OVTA gathered 
at Sycamore Shoals to 

participate in the �Muster on the 
Watauga,� an annual event sponsored 
by the Company of Overmountain 

Men. It replicates in spirit and 
commemorates the muster of 
militiamen on September 25, 1780 
who gathered to hunt down the 
would-be hunter, Major Patrick 
Ferguson.  
 
Reenactors mustered inside the 
stockade walls of the representative 
fort. They pitched tents and started 
fires for morning tea as they prepared 
coals for cooking throughout the day. 
Lorraine Voelker cooked Scotch eggs 
(i.e., boiled eggs wrapped in pork 
sausage) and served them with Carol 
Keating�s freshly-baked raisin bread 
spread with real butter. (Apparently, 
nobody counts calories or cholesterol 
at the May Garrison.) Gail and 
Charlie Zwergel cooked up a hearty 
beef stew while Fran and Mike Dahl 
busied themselves with weaving and 
with sewing 18th century clothing for 
sale. Dennis and Lorraine always 
have a steady stream of visitors at 
their display asking questions about 
all the tools, utensils, firearms, and 

household items they 
have on display. Other 
OVTA members 
attending the Garrison 
were Jeanne Bailey and 
son Matthew, OVTA 
past-president Allen Ray, 
and Jed Dahl.  
 
The officers of the Company met and 
laid plans for the afternoon�s 
skirmish. Afterwards they exhibited 
their skills at several challenging 
games including bayoneting an apple 
dangling from a string. (Try it before 
you laugh!) Other competitions 

included flint-and-steel fire starting 
and the hatchet toss. The ladies also 
competed in fire starting, a tomahawk 
throw and (much to their husband�s 
chagrin) the 
frying pan 
toss. But 
being the 
civilizing 
influence on 
the frontier, 
the ladies 
held an 
afternoon tea 
which 
excluded the 
men except 

those few (read that: one � Jed Dahl) 
who dared to come in pinner and 
straw hat hoping to scavenge a fine 
tea cake or two. (All agreed the poor 
lad makes for a homely girl.)  
 
On Saturday the Patriots took the 
field during the skirmish; and on 
Sunday, the British prevailed. During 
the day, the apothecary dispensed 
advice and after the skirmishes 
preformed �surgery� to the delight of 
the crowd.  
 
A wonderful dinner was provided for 
all by the Watauga Historical 
Association. All told, about 110 
reenactors turned out for the muster. 
Though the weather was not entirely 
cooperative for this year�s event, the 
annual �Muster on the Watauga� is 
something all will look forward to 
attending next year on the third 
weekend in May and for many years 
to come. ● 

Living In the Past  
Annual historic reenactment at Sycamore Shoals 
attracts dedicated OVTA members  

Lorraine Voelker prepares a 
meal for  family and friends.  

Photo—Mike Dahl 

Officer Dennis Voelker inspects the  
Company of Overmountain Men.  

Photo—Mike Dahl 

During the second day’s skirmish, the militiamen lost the field to the 
British, but they did so with great valor and spirited theatrics.  

Photo—Mike Dahl 

(l to r) Lorraine and Dennis Voelker,  Carol Keating, Fran 
Dahl and Charlie Zwergel gather when food is close by.  

Photo—Mike Dahl 
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O VTA member and Region 3 
board director R.G. Absher 
is working with community 

groups in Wilkes County to help cre-
ate a heritage museum in the restored 
courthouse. New executive director, 
Dennis Huggins, joins after helping 
Yadkin River Greenway get segments 
of its trail certified as OVNHT.  
 
�Dennis is very interested in the story 
of the OVNHT,� says Absher. �It will 
definitely be a part of the Heritage 
Museum. The museum will also tell 
the intriguing stories of Wilkes 
County history such as its other mili-
tary history, the story of  �thunder 
road��moon shining to NASCAR, 
and tales from the lives of colorful, 
local characters including Daniel 
Boone and Tom �Dooley� Dula.� 
 
�The restoration 
committee has 
spent nearly two 
years visiting area 
heritage museums, 
writing plans and cre-
ating strategies to put 
together the total 
package,� says Ab-
sher.   �We are in-
volving a large cross 
section of the com-
munity. We have a 
good mix of business 
folks, merchants, re-
tired professionals 
and civic leaders. It 
will take all of us 
working together to 
make this project a 
success.� ● 

R.G. Absher Chairs 
Courthouse  
Restoration  
Committee 
Wilkes County Heritage  
Museum will help tell the 
OVNHT story in Region 3 

commemorate. The OVTA is no 
different in its passion and 
commitment to protect for future 

generations to appreciate 
�the trail on which these 
Patriot militiamen trod� 
in their pursuit to help 
win America�s 
independence.  
 
Only about 27 miles of 
the 330-mile OVNHT 
remains undeveloped 
today. Most of this is in 
the trail section to be 
studied first�from the 
VA/TN line to 
Morganton, NC.  
The chair of the Trail 
Protection Committee 
will oversee this project. 
Work is expected to 
begin this summer and to 
be completed in 6-12 
months. ● 

(Continued from page 1, Trail Remnants) 
protecting the exact pieces of land 
that help tell the story a trail exists to 

W hat Sweetlips Can Do, an 
original play by Jo Carson 
tells the story of the 

Overmountain Men of 1780. It 
premieres this summer at The 
Orchard at Altapass. Storyteller, 
entrepreneur and great friend of the 
OVTA Bill Carson will help perform 
this drama written especially for his 
venue. 
 
�The play,� says Bill Carson, �tells 
the story of the Overmountain Men 
while they pursued Ferguson, the 
battle at Kings Mountain and the days 
after the battle in what we think is an 
innovative way. It combines 
Appalachian storytelling tradition 
with an historic event local to our 
site. We think this will produce 
theater of wide interest. And it will 
help spread the word about the 
Overmountain Men and the trail.� 

OVTA provided a letter supporting 
Bill Carson�s application for a grant 
from the NC Arts Council for the 
performance of this play.  
 
The play will be performed seven 
times this year with the world 
premiere on Thursday, July 3. 
Additional scheduled performance 
dates are July 11, July 25, Aug 8, Aug 
22, Sept 11, and Sept 26. All 
performances begin at 7:30. You can 
find additional information about 
performances and tickets at www.
altapassorchard.com.  ● 

Staging the Story 
New play at The Orchard—What Sweet Lips Can Do— 
tells about the Overmountain Men of 1780 

Remnants of the historic trace may be found in areas marked as solid red.  
Map—Mike Dahl 

Abingdon, VA

Morganton

Kings Mountain

Abingdon, VA

Morganton

Kings Mountain
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P erhaps you�ve seen it in the 
bookstore at one of our 
national parks. Or maybe you 

found it on the internet at  
www.eparks.com, the online 
bookstore for Eastern National, the 
nonprofit which operates the NPS 
bookstores. In either case, or even if 
you haven�t seen it, it�s here: 
America�s National Trails, copyright 
2002, American Hiking Society.  
 
This 100-page paperback highlights 
12 historic and 8 scenic 
trails in the national trail 
system. This is not a guide 
to any one trail but an 
overview of why each trail 
exists and what one can 
find along it. Pages 10-13 
highlight the OVNHT 
using the photography of 
OVTA member Sam Lloyd, 
County Marshall for Carter 
Co., TN. The author relies 
on quotes from former 
presidents RG Absher and 
Mike Dahl to express the 
reverence some hikers feel for the 
trail and for the courage and 
sacrifices of the militiamen OVTA 
commemorates.  

A copy of this book was presented 
to OVTA by Steve Elkinton at the 
trail conference in May. �I am so 
pleased to see this book present in 
a quality fashion,� said OVTA 
president Randell Jones upon 
receiving the book from Steve, 
�the results of so many years 
of hard work by OVTA 
members to preserve the 
story, to tell the story and to 
be on the trail year after 
year after year.� Perhaps 

these words 
on page 13 by 
Mike Dahl express 
best the challenge 
and the opportunity 
that OVTA has: 
�Congress can 
designate a national 
historic trail, but it 
takes passionate 
volunteers to 
breathe life into it. 
Otherwise, the Trail 
is just a line on a 
map.�  

 
OVTA can make the OVNHT the 
best-known and most-beloved 
national historic trail in the country. 

One for the Book 
America�s National Trails highlights OVNHT 

Tell someone �The Story� today. Ask 
them to join OVTA and to support 
our work on the OVNHT through 
their personal involvement and their 
financial contributions. ● 

Excerpts from America’s National Trails: Book 
cover (top), Sam Lloyd photos used in the 
book (middle and bottom). 

Sam Lloyd, ever-reliable  
Carter Co. Marshall  
and excellent longtime  
OVTA photographer. 

Photo—Randell Jones 

Lights, Camera, Action 
By Sam Lloyd 
 
[I found Sam�s background in 
photography fascinating and thought 
others would enjoy it, too.�the editor] 
 

I n 1947 I graduated from Purdue 
with a degree mechanical 
engineering and got a job with the 

Electro-Motive Division of General 
Motors Corporation. They made more 
diesel-electric locomotives than all 
their competitors combined. Running 
a diesel was much different from 
running a steam locomotive, so  the 
corporation had a small army of kids 
like me that went out with each new 

diesel to instruct the firemen and 
engineers in how to operate them.  
 
Early in 1948 I was on an assignment 
on the Union Pacific at Green River, 
Wyoming. There was magnificent 
scenery in the dry western 
atmosphere. The sky was always a 
bright blue and to make things perfect 
the Union pacific painted their 
streamliners and locomotives a bright 
yellow. I went to the nearest store and 
bought an 8 mm movie camera. It 
was my good fortune that the 
eastbound City of Chicago and the 
westbound City of San Francisco met 
in Green River at the same time each 
noon. I could go up on a catwalk over 

the tracks and take movies as the two 
trains were serviced at the same time.  
 
Over the next few years I took 
hundreds and hundreds of rolls of 
film from the cabs of the moving 
locomotives. I had a better view than 
the people who paid big money to 
ride in the Pullman cars back in the 
train. They could only look out one 
side of the train, and then could only 
see what was beside them. I could 
look forward and see both sides of the 
track; I had a 180-degree view all the 
time.  
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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On May 5, Senator Broyhill spoke in 
Elkin at a gather-
ing of landown-
ers who were 
(and are still) 
considering 
granting ease-
ments for access 
across their land 
for a trail seg-
ment from Elkin 
to the Wilkes 
County line. At 
that meeting, 
OVTA presented 
Senator Broyhill 
a copy of  the 
video, �The Road 
to Kings Moun-
tain.� 
 
On May 28, Senator Broyhill deliv-
ered the evening�s keynote address to 
the NC Museum of History Associ-
ates, Triad chapters at the Old Towne 
Club in Winston-Salem. He spoke 

Still on the Trail, Still Telling The Story 
Senator Jim Broyhill sends his encouragements to OVTA   

(Continued from page 1, National Trails Day) 
 
Along the trail, these scouts heard 
The Story of the Overmountain Men 
of 1780 and swore 
an oath to the 
Patriot Cause. 
These young 
Scouts enjoyed, in 
particular, the tale 
about the sons of 
Alexander Henry 
who followed at a 
close distance two 
of Ferguson�s 
couriers on their 
way to Charlotte 
with a message for 
reinforcements. By causing the 
couriers to fear for their safety, 
Henry�s sons delayed the couriers. 
The urgent message did not reach 
Cornwallis until the day of the battle. 
These Scouts said they liked to think 

I n April, the Winston-Salem Jour-
nal published a letter-to-the-editor 
by OVTA president, Randell 

Jones. His remarks about the 
�Overmountain Men of 1780� caught 
the eye of Senator Jim Broyhill, who 
in 1980 as a NC congressman, intro-
duced the legislation to create the 
OVNHT. Senator Broyhill, now liv-
ing in Winston-Salem, signed the 
visitor�s page on the OVTA website 
with the following greetings for all 
OVTA members: 
 
Tuesday, April 8, 2003 
 
I was the sponsor of the Legislation in the 
U.S. Congress that authorized  the addi-
tion of the Overmountain Victory Trail to 
the National Historic Trails system 25 
years ago, I met with Association mem-
bers several times,  and participated in the 
200th anniversary of the Battle of Kings 
Mountain  in 1980. I am just proud that 
the Association is alive and well.  
Congratulations. 
Senator Jim Broyhill  

about the Battle of Kings Mountain, 
the Battle of Cowpens and the role of 
the Overmountain Men in the South-
ern Campaign for American inde-
pendence. He also displayed for his 
audience, the Deckard rifle given to 

him by OVTA 
several years 
ago. OVTA 
president Ran-
dell Jones, in 
period dress, 
attended the 
presentation as 
Senator Broy-
hill�s quest.  
 
The friends of 
the Overmoun-
tain Victory Na-
tional Historic 
Trail and of 
OVTA are le-
gion. We all de-

light in meeting those who share our 
passion for the trail and The Story. 
And it is always good to reacquaint 
ourselves with those who have been 
involved for so long.   
Thank you, Senator Broyhill! ● 

Senator Jim Broyhill (right) receives “The 
Road to Kings Mountain” video from Randell 
Jones at a meeting in Elkin.  

of themselves as doing something 
brave like that.  
 
When It Rains It Pours 

OVTA board 
member Nancy 
Ferguson has 
worked 
diligently to 
schedule a 
group of Girl 
Scouts to hike 
designated trail 
segments in 
Rutherford 
County as part 
of National 
Trails Day. 

Unfortunately, the weather has not 
cooperated.  In addition, high winds 
recently have left fallen trees across 
the trail segment. Plans for a hike on 
June 7 in Abingdon with Bob Wolfe 
and Gene Cunningham were rained 

out. A major trail event at Lake 
Whelchel coordinated by the OVTC 
and board member Jane Waters was 
postponed due to heavy rains. Board 
members involved with plans for all 
these events have indicated their 
intentions to organize and hold these 
events at some time during the 
summer.  
 
Roan Mountain 
On June 21, Scouts and leaders from 
Troop 35 in Johnson City, Tennessee 
joined OVTA members Sam Lloyd 
and Randell Jones for the experience 
of �Crossing the Roan.� Walking on 
US Forest Service land from Roaring 
Creek Road, they crossed the 
Appalachian Trail and walked along 
portions of the historic Yellow 
Mountain Gap Road used by the 
Overmountain Men. They heard �The 
Story� and swore the Patriot Oath. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Hikers on National Trails Day received a 
certificate from OVTA.  

Design—Randell Jones 
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A Meeting of the Minds 
The first-ever Overmountain Victory Trail Conference was held in Morganton 

O n May 16 and 17, a gather-
ing of interested persons 
from as far away as Wash-

ington, D.C. and as close as �down 
the road a piece,� assembled in Mor-
ganton, NC 
to talk 
about the 
OVNHT. 
Following 
the theme 
of �Sharing 
Visions, 
Building 
Skills,� 
participants 
explored 
how they 
could con-
tribute to 
making a 
continuous 
trail on the 
ground a 
reality. 
 
During the Call to muster, partici-
pants shared some of their visions for 
the OVNHT: 
 
• �Within 10 years have over 100 

miles of walk-
able trail estab-
lished.� 

• �Establish  and 
open to hikers 

the entire 
segment 
from Elkin 
to Kerr Scott 
reservoir.� 
• �Expand 
interpreta-
tion of the 
McDowell 
House site; 
establish the 
location of 
the Council 
Oak.� 
• �Hope to see the 35 miles 
from Cowpens to Kings Moun-
tain completed and busy.� 
• �My dream project is a trail 
across the Yellow Mountain 
Gap.� 
• �Build a 

unified vision 
for the trail.� 

• �Get the com-
munities along 
the trail in-
volved.� 

 
For those who have 
been involved with 
the trail for years 
and even decades, it 
was encouraging to 
see these long-
standing goals com-
ing from people 
with fresh perspec-
tives and the power 
to make them reali-
ties in their respective communities.  
 
On Friday evening, participants were 
treated to the musical talents of 
OVTA member and past president R.
G. Absher. He performed on the fid-
dle, the hammer dulcimer and the gui-
tar on the front porch of the McDow-

ell House while a gentle rain provided 
the backbeat. R.G. also shared with 
the audience information about the 
history of the instruments and the 
Celtic and Irish origins of the songs. 
(Thanks, R.G.!) 
 

During the conference, numerous 
connections were made among the 
attendees. A representative from the 
Federal Highway Administration of-
fice in Raleigh identified additional 
and significant sources of federal 
funding available for building the 
trail. The Foothills Conservancy of 

Bill Clifton, Exec. Dir.,  shares the 
success story of the Yadkin River 
Greenway.  

Photo—Randell Jones 

R.G. Absher entertained the crowd Friday evening at the  
McDowell House with his traditional music performed on  
three string instruments.  

Photo—Randell Jones 

OVTA Board member Jane Waters shows off the new travel-
ing exhibit purchased by the OVT Council in Cherokee County. 
A similar 10-ft.x14-ft display sits at the Gaffney public library. 

Photo—Randell Jones  

The first wayside exhibit for the OVNHT 
was installed at the McDowell House last 
year. Paul Carson explains the events of 
Quaker Meadow to conference attendees. 

Photo—Randell Jones 
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North Carolina was pleased to learn 
that a national historic trail runs 
through undeveloped areas in por-
tions of eight counties it is seeking to 
protect as natural areas. Conference 
attendees learned that History Amer-
ica Tours has added �The Overmoun-
tain Men� to its offerings of guided 
tours for October, 2003. And some 
folks (who shall remain nameless) 
shared when they first discovered that 
�the man on the little brown signs� 
was not Daniel Boone after all. 
 
At lunch on Saturday, conference at-
tendees heard keynote speaker, Steve 
Elkinton. As Program Leader, Na-
tional Trails System, he interacts with 
all the national historic and scenic 
trails. Steve said, �Today we have 
over 40,000 miles of trails in the 
United States. That is longer than the 
interstate road system. Yet today, no 
national historic trail is finished. We 
are inventing this process as we go 
along.� Steve then shared what char-
acteristics he believes are essential to 
a mature, fully-performing national 
trail. (See sidebar.) 
 
The conference included success sto-
ries along the trail, presentations on 
conservation easements and property 
rights, and the wit and wisdom of a 
consultant who has 25 years experi-
ence working with volunteer and not-
for-profit organizations. The group 
also viewed the new movie produced 
for the Kings Mountain National 
Military Park Visitor Center by The 
History Channel.  
 
Unfortunately, Wilma Dykeman was 
unable to attend; and, the Sunday 
morning walk on the Catawba Green-
way was rained out. However, the at-
tendees saw great real value in having 
participated. Future conferences 
(�Not planned for May,� says Paul 
Carson) should also provide addi-
tional opportunities for helping ex-
pand the community of partners along 
the Overmountain Victory National 
Historic Trail.   
 

A Great National Trail – 
You’ll know it  
when you see it. 
 

S teve Elkinton, Program Leader, National 
Trails system offered these key points as 

representative of a mature, fully-performing 
national trail: 
 
· Have a government office paired with a 
strong, independent and self-financing partner 
group. 
 
· Provide self-endowed support for continuing 
operations regardless of economic conditions. 

 
· Protect in some way all natural and historic resources that tell 
the story. 
 
· Assure that the state through which the trail passes considers it 
a high priority. 
 
· Use GPS technology to map, track and manage the trail. 
 
· Create clear, consistent policy for trail management. 
 
· Create a continuing supply of new, interested members. 
 
· Renew, revise and update old plans for the trail. 
 
· Provide staff and partners with access to the training they need 
to do the job.  
 
· Assure the trail appears on official state maps including public 
highway maps. 
 
· Assure trail is known and appreciated by the public and re-
ceives local support. 
 
· Monitor a commonly accepted measure of public satisfaction 
with the trail.   

 
�The worst situation,� Steve added, �is to have people on your trail who 
do not even know they are on it.� 

In appreciation for addressing the 
conference, OVTA presented to Steve 
Elkinton a copy of The Road to Kings 
Mountain Video. Steve also presented 
to OVTA a copy of America�s Na-

Steve Elkinton encouraged 
the attendees to work  
toward building a fully-
performing national trail.  

hoto-Randell Jones 

tional Trails, which includes four 
pages on the OVNHT including the 
superb photography of Sam Lloyd. ● 
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(Continued from page 5, National Trails Day) 
Some of them were familiar with 
parts of �The Story� because the 
relocated home of militiaman Robert 
Young is in their community.  
 
These scouts enjoyed the hike and 
want to help OVTA attract more 
Scouts to next year�s event.  
 
OVTA is seeking to create regular 
activities along the trail in addition to 
the annual reenactment it has 
consistently conducted for 28 years. 
National Trails Day is just one of 
these activities. ● 

(Continued from page 4, Sam Lloyd) 
Later on I worked in Indianapolis, 
Indiana for another division of 
General Motors. I lived in 
Speedway, Indiana, the home of the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
While there I got a job as an official 
photographer to the 500 Mile Race. I 
shot 16 mm color film of all four 
days of qualifications and the race 
itself. I only worked five days a year 
but it was exciting. I did that for 17 
years. ● 

This Is Your  
Newsletter 
 

G ot something to share 
about the Overmountain 
Victory National Historic 

Trail or the OVTA?  
 
OVTAnews@aol.com  
 - your OVTA connection for 
sharing news others can use.  
 
Send us your news items and   
suggestions for stories. 


