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wouldn’t tell a Tory.  Gilkey testified at the trial that he shot the boy in 

the arm in self-defense because he held a pistol.  The youth was with 

the Over Mountain men at the trial and testified against Gilkey as the 

man who “attempted to murder him.” 

 

Captain John McFall from Burke County had been a scout 

with Griffith Rutherford on the Cherokee Expedition.  He later became 

a noted Tory leader and, on one occasion, went to the home of Martin 

Davenport at the head of a mounted party of Loyalists.  Some of his 

men verbally abused Mrs. Davenport and McFall ordered her ten year 

old son to get corn and feed the horses.  The boy refused and told the 

Tory officer if he wanted the horses fed to do it himself.  The captain 

fell into a rage, cut a peach tree limb, and whipped the boy smartly.  

The McDowells spoke on behalf of McFall and his brother, Arthur, 

who was reprieved.  However, Colonel Cleveland who was well ac-

quainted with the Davenports, said John McFall didn’t deserve to live. 

 

Lieutenant John Bibby was from Rutherford County.  Not 

much is recorded about him and even his name is somewhat obscure.   

There were Bibby families in the Sunshine area for a few generations 

after Kings Mountain.  Historian Clarence Griffin spelled it Biddy with 

no explanation.   Bibby was likely an associate of Captain Chitwood 

and not popular with his accusers.  No record has been found of the 

charge against him. 

 

Lieutenant Augustine Hobbs was from South Carolina and 

was connected with Robert Wilson and Alexander Chesney.  He was 

obviously not popular with the officers in charge of the court.  No re-

cord has been found of the exact crime for which he was convicted. 

 

The following day, Mrs. Biggerstaff and an old farm hand cut 

the bodies down and buried them in a shallow grave.  While the action 

taken at Biggerstaff’s may seem extreme, it had its desired effect.  The 

practice of routinely hanging captured patriots by the British and Tory 

officers ceased.  Very few local militia men were willing to become 

Loyalist soldiers after this event. 

This account has been kindly provided by  Mr. Chivous Bradley, Rutherford County Historian. 



 

 

and horse thieves.  He and a group of 

his associates forced a Mr. Grubbs to 

turn over his property to them.  They 

killed a Mr. Millican in Washington 

County and attempted to kill James 

Roddy, who was later elected to the 

North Carolina Assembly.  These 

men were all acquaintances of Colo-

nel John Sevier.  Sevier’s men had 

pursued and wounded Grimes, but he 

escaped and led his men over the 

mountain to join Ferguson. 

 

 L i e u t e n a n t  T h o m a s 

Lafferty, from Rutherford County, 

was born in Ireland and came to Vir-

ginia before settling in Rutherford 

County.  He owed money to several 

of his neighbors.  A local tradition 

says he took the British side because 

Ferguson promised him that when the 

war was over he would have a clear 

title to his land.  He had insulted 

Colonel McDowell’s troops on at 

least one occasion.  Other than trea-

son, the exact charge brought against 

him is not known. 

 

Captain Walter Gilkey was 

another Rutherford Tory whose home 

was near the state line with South 

Carolina.  When he went to the home 

of a prominent Whig who was not at 

home, he demanded that the man’s 

son report where his father was.  The 

lad said he didn’t know the where-

abouts of his father, but if he did, he  

1780 

 

September 7  

British Major Patrick Ferguson  

occupies Rutherford County and 

sets up headquarters at Gilbert Town. 

 

September 12  

After skirmish at Cane Creek, Patriot 

Cols. Andrew Hampton and Charles 

McDowell begin retreat to  

Overmountain settlements. 

 

September 25  

Col. Isaac Shelby musters with Camp-

bell's Virginians at Sycamore Shoals 

and the Patriots begin to pursue   

Ferguson. 

 

October 4  

The Patriot army arrives at Gilbert 

Town to find that Ferguson is gone. 

 

October 7  

The Patriots surround Kings Mountain 

and, in less than an hour, destroy the 

entire left flank of Cornwallis's 

army.  Ferguson is killed and 800 of his 

soldiers are captured. 

 

October 14   

After more than 30 of the 

Loyalists prisoners are tried and 

convicted at Biggerstaff's Old Fields, 

nine are hanged on the site. 

 

 

                  C e r e m o n y  

Thank you for joining us today to celebrate the certification of this 

historically significant site, its legacy and its future. 
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H i s t o r y  

 Once the Battle of Kings Mountain was won, the nearly starved 

American army quickly attended to burying the dead.  On the morning 

of October 8, the return march to North Carolina was begun.  By Octo-

ber 10, the Over Mountain men had marched back into Rutherford 

County hoping to find forage for their horses, round up what scant pro-

vision could be found for themselves, and locate beds in homes around 

Gilbert Town for the wounded.        

                                                                      

    While waiting for orders regarding where the prisoners should be 

delivered, the camp was moved to the Biggerstaff’s Old Fields on the 

plantation of Loyalist Aaron Biggerstaff, who had been wounded at 

Kings Mountain, and later died at York, South Carolina.   Corn and 

green pumpkins were to be had from the Loyalist’s fields.   The officers 

made a complaint to Colonel Campbell that among the prisoners were 

robbers, house-burners, parole-breakers and assassins.  A copy of North 

Carolina law was presented and on October 14, court was convened.  

By evening, at least thirty of them were found guilty and sentenced to 

death by hanging.  Nine were executed before Campbell stopped the 

proceedings and began to move the troops toward the Catawba River.   

 

    Colonel Ambrose Mills, the highest ranking man executed and 

probably the best known, had close ties to the Crown from the time of 

the Regulator Movement.  He was associated with David Fanning in 

the early days of the Revolution.  He was in command of the Ruther-

ford County Loyalist militia troops at Earle’s Ford when Andrew 

Hampton’s son, Noah, was killed.  He was also at the Battle of the 

Peach Orchard, in Spartanburg District, when one of Hampton’s friends 

was killed.  Animosity naturally existed between the two.  He was sen-

tenced to die based primarily on a charge of instigating the South Caro-

lina Cherokee to desecrate the frontier.  His wife was at the trial and sat 

all night in the rain as his body dangled from the tree. 

 

 Captain Robert Wilson, from the Ninety-six area, commanded 

a group of Tories who captured a strategic gun placement on Sullivan’s 

Island facing Charleston Harbor.  Hampton knew some of the men  

 

 

killed by Wilson’s troops in seizing that location from the patriots.  He  

had been under Cruger’s command before joining Ferguson just before 

the Battle of King’s Mountain.  He was present when some of the pris-

oners at Ninety-six were hanged.  For that reason, he was a prime target 

for retaliation.  The exact charge against him is not known, but he was 

an influential Loyalist and one of the first three to be executed. 

 

 Captain James Chitwood, whose home was only a few miles 

from the site of the executions, was one of the best known Rutherford 

County Tories.  He was commander of the troops who took Colonel 

John Walker’s home and helped Alexander Chesney turn it into a hos-

pital for Loyalist Major James Dunlap.  His Tories established a garri-

son around the Walker Plantation to protect Dunlap and Loyalist Sur-

geon Uzal Johnson while the major was recuperating from the wounds 

he received at Cane Creek.  While the exact details are not known, he 

was charged with murder and other barbaric acts.  His daughters ar-

rived at the camp to visit him but soon learned his fate.  His two sons 

took allegiance and were paroled.  They took his body across Roberson 

Creek for burial in a nearby cemetery. 

 

     Captain Grimes does not have a given name recorded in of-

ficial documents of the British or Americans.  Later historians say his 

real name was Henry Grimes and he had some respectability as one of 

the original property owners in the Watauga settlement.   But, there he 

organized a band of self-proclaimed Tories who became highway men  


